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M your  Attempt. 


Shall  fall  on  njey  like  brittle  Shafts  on  Armour 
That  break  tbemj elves  ; or  like  Waves  againjl  a Rock , 
That  leave  no  Sign  of  their  overboiling  Fury 
But  Foam  and  Splinters  : My  Innocence , like  thefe , 
Shall  f and  triumphant . — Massinger 


BARBADOS: 

i tinted  by  George  Esmand  and  Comp 
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LETTER 

TO  THE 

NORTH  AMERICAN,  fcfa 

S I Rs 

KA^.OVR  Addrcfs  to  the  Committee  of 
'^"y'\/  Corrcfpondence  has  been  received  in 
' X'  )/"*"  this  Ifland,  and  the  Gentlemen,  lured  by 
X >&  :H  rhe  fair  Promifes  in  your  firft  Page,  of 
civil  Treatment  from  your  Pen,  have 
gtven  lean  attentive  Reading:  But  how  little  has 
the  EfFed  been  anfwerablc  either  to  their  juft 
Jiopes,  or  to  your  own  pretended  Expectations ! 
|For  inftead  of  roufing  in  rhrir  Minds  the  leaft  Re- 
tnorfe  for  the  imputed  Guilt,  they  only  nnd  their 
jBolbms  (not  infcnfible,  indeed,  to  Honour,  and  its 
Attendant,  Delicacy)  wounded  by  the  Point  of  an 
unmerited  Reproach.  From  the  Committee  them- 
selves, however,  you  can  exped  no  Anfwer , for 
thole  Gentlemen,  having  obtained  the  Sandion  o£ 
their  conftftuetit  Body  to  the  Letter,  the  true  Let* 
A ter. 
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ter,  which  was  tranfmitted  by  them  to  the  Agent, 
on  the  unhappy  Subject  in  Difputc,  are  not  anfwer- 
able  for  the  Contents  of  it  to  any  Individuals,  even 
of  this  Country,  much  lefs  fo,  then,  to  the  Indivi- 
duals of  any  other*,  and  leaft  of  all  to  one,  who, 
without  a Name  himfelf,  has  prefumptuoufly  taken 
upon  him  to  reproach  them  in  the  Names  of  three 
Millions  of  their  Fellow  Subjects.  But  as  a Friend 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Committee,  or  rather  as 
a grateful  Member  of  the  Community,  which  I 
confider  to  have  been  faithfully  ferved  by  them  in 
the  very  Inftance  from  which  you  have  taken  Oc- 
cafion  to  arraign  their  Sentiments,  and  revile  their 
Want  of  Spirit,  I cannot  forbear  to  offer  fomething, 
under,  a full  Convidion  of  their  Innocence,  which  I 
flatter  my  fell  will  be  accepted,  as  the  fulleft  Proof 
of  it. 

The  Accufation,  for  fuch  it  appears  to  be, 
which  you  have  drawn  up  againft  the  Gentlemen, 
is  couched  under  two  Articles,  as  you  have  yourfelf 
diftinguifhed  them  5 the  fir  ft,  a grofs  and  wanton  Jn- 
fult  of  your  Countrymen,  and  the  next  an  Avowal 
of  Opinions  injurious  to  Liberty.  But  in  what  Man- 
ner have  you  fupported  thefe  two  Pleads  of  your 
.Complaint?  Why,  the  firft  of  them  refts  upon  the 
Strength  only  of  afalfe  Evidence*,  and  to  make  good 
the  next,  you  have  been  obliged  to  torture  the  Ex- 
preffions  of  the  Committee’s  Letter  into  a Mean- 
ing and  Confefiion  foreign  to  its  Defig.n  *,  and  then, 
like  a true  State  Inquifitor,  you  proceed  to  treat 
the  Gentlemen  as  Criminals,  though  nothing  but 
.your  own  cruel  Rack  had  made  them  fo. 

You  complain,  in  the  firft  Inftance,  that  they 
have  charged  your  Countrymen  with  Rebellion  in 
. a Letter,  which  was  approved  of  by  the  two  Branch- 
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es  of  the  Legislature,  and  published  to  the  World 
in  News  Papers.  But  I am  here  warranted  by  Au- 
thority to  lay,  that  the  Letter  you  intend,  and 
Much  was  fent  to  the  Agent  by  the  Committee  of 
Correfpondence,  as  well  as  laid  before  our  Houle 
6f  Reprefentatives,  and  by  them  published  in  the 
Minutes  of  their  Proceedings,  contained  no  fuch 
Charge;  nor  was  the  opprobrious  Epithet  Rebel- 
lious, to  be  feen  in  it,  as  both  the  Agent  can  tefti- 
fy,  and  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  will  make  ap- 
pear : So  that  if  any  Letter  of  the  Committee’s  has' 
appeared  in  the  News  Papers  on  the  Continent  with 
that  frightful  Word  Rebellious,  as  fattened  to  the 
Oppofition  of  your  Countrymen,  it  muft  have  been 
conjured  up  there,  by  feme  difturbed  Imagination 
amongft  themfelves ; little  fufpe&ing,  howeyer  (I 
fuppole)  that  it  would  have  drawn  their  Champi- 
on into  the  Field,  and  fet  him  to  fighting  with  a 
Shadow. 

Here,  then,  I might  have  retted  the  Defence  of 
the  Committee,  on  this  firft  Point,  but  1 difdain  to 
take  the  Advantage ; non  tali  Auxilio  Tempus  eget : 
On  the  Contrary,  1 am  ready  to  indulge  the  piea- 
fure  which  you  feem  to  take,  in  brandifhing  your 
Pen  at  the  Committee  for  this  fuppofed  Offence, 
by  fuppofmg,  with  you,  that  they  had  committed 
it,  and  had  really  made  Ufe  of  the  Word  fo  wrath- 
ful ly  objefted  to  them:  Yet,  in  the  Place , and  in 
the  Manner  in  which  the  Epithet  is  made  Ufe  of, 
it  cannot,  I think,  be  underftood  in  the  fevere  Senfe 
you  take  it,  as  a Deiign  of  bringing  & Charge  againflr 
jour  Countrymen ; for  if  it  had  been  fo  deligned, 
is  it  probable  that  in  the  very  fame  Page  where  you 
found  this  Attack  made  upon  your  Countrymen,  you 
would  have  feen -(as  you-  take  Notice)  tbs 
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Foundation  laid  for  their  Defence  ? No ! Sir,  it  can*; 
r.ot  really  be  taken  as  a Charge  brought  by  the 
Committee , to  brand  the  North  Americans  with  In- 
famy ; but,  fuch  a Charge  having  been  brought  a- 
gainft  them  by  others , by  the  People  in  Power,  and 
their  Partifans,  it  was  only  recited  by  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  Letter,  to  ferve  a Purpofe,  and  that  too 
an  innocent  one,  of  their  own : It  feems,  indeed,, 
introduced  there  only  to  ftand  as  Premifes,  from 
whence  a fuppofed  Conclufion  was  to  be  drawn, 
which,  in  the  Way  of  Analogy,  might  the  more 
dearly  fiiew  the  particular  Hardfhip  laid  upon  this 
Ifland  by  the  Stamp  Duties.  To  make  mylelf  un- 
derftood  the  better,  1 will  draw  out  the  Paffage  as 
it  appears  to  me  the  Gentlemen  deligned  they  fhould 
be  underftood  by  it.  “ This  is  juft  as  reafonable 
[viz.  the  laying  the  Stamp  Duties  on  Barbados,  in 
order  to  defray  the  Expences  of  maintaining  T roops 
bn  the  Continent  of  America]  and  juft  as  merciful 
too,  as  it  would  be  to  impofe  an  heavy  Mulft  on 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Place,  by  Way  of  Punifh- 
ment  for  (what  the  People  in  Power , and  their  Par- 
it  fans , have  called)  the  prefent  rebellious  Oppofi- 
tion  given  to  Authority  by  our  Fellow-Subjcfts  on 
the  Northern  Continent.”  Now  that  this  was  the 
true  and  only  Senfe  in  which  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  meant  to  have  that  Paffage  taken,  had 
they  really  ufed  the  unlucky  Word  in  Queftion, 
teems  to  be  moil  clear  from  hence,  that,  if  the  Gen- 
tlemen had  meant  to  charge  the  North  Americans 
for  the  Violence  of  their  Oppofition  on  their  own 
J udgment  in  the  harfh  Terms  fuppoled,  they  would 
rather  have  taken  Pains  to  fupport  that  Charge, 
by  Arguments  againft  the  Cone! u ft  of  your  Coun- 
trymen, than  have  gone  on,  as  they  did,  to  offer 
) > ■ ■ Arguments 
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/Arguments  againft  the  very  Thing  -which  had  pro* 
•yoked  it : Arguments,  too,  penned  with  that  Force, 
as  to  be  now  adually  turned  upon  them  in  your 
Add  refs,  for  not  having  given  Rife  to  the  fame  De- 
gree of  Oppofition  in  thcmfelvcs.  Thus  I think 
the  Intention  (at  lead)  of  the  Committee  ftands  ac- 
quitted, even  under  a Suppofition  of  the  Fad  com-. 

E‘  laincd  of,  although  their  Indelicacy  in  the  Expref- 
on  might,  in  that  Cafe,  have  ftcod  in  Need  of  an 
Apology.  But  if  a Senlc  of  even  this  had  by  any 
Means  itruck  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  be- 
fore they  clofed  and  fent  away  their  Letter,  fo  as  to 
induce  them  to  blot  out  the  offenfive  Word,  in  Ten- 
dernefs  to  their  Fellow  Subjeds  on  the  Continent, 
no  Complaint  ought  then  to  have  been  heard  from 
thence,  at  lead  in  public,  about  the  Matter.  And  if 
the  Offence  was  ever  really  given,  it  is  now  as  certain 
that  the  Reparation  muff  have  followed  clofe  upon 
the  Heels  of  it,  indeed  fo  clofe,  as  not  only  to  lave 
?he  Knowledge  of  fuch  Offence  from  even  the  very 
Agent  to  whom  the  l etter  was  addreffed,  but  all 
Appearance  of  it  from  the  Eye  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  before  whom  the  true  Letter  of  the  Com- 
mittee was,  at  their  firft  Meeting  after,  laid  for 
their  Infpedion.  I leave  it  then  to  the  Judgment 
of  every  impartial  Mind,  who  it  is  that  has  the  molt 
Occafion  for  Complaint  on  the  Publication  of  that 
falle  andfurreptitious  Copy  of  the  Committee’s  Let- 
ter in  North-America,  the  People  of  that  Country, 
or  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  ? The  Latter 
of  whom  have  had  the  Mortification  to  fee  the  Sub- 
jeds of  their  Correfpondence  bafely  expofed,  with- 
put  Authority,  to  the  World,  whilft  the  Former,  if 
they  have  been  realiy  hurt  by  the  Effed  of  i'ucri  a 
Licence,  owe  it  only  to  the  officious  Zeal  of  fo  ne 

of 
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of  their  own  Brethren  refiding  at  the  Time  amongft 
us  •,  who,  like  Vipers  in  the  Bofom  of  our  Count  ry, 
whilft  they  were  drawing  Nourifhment  from  its 
Warmth,  could  in  the  fame  Moment  aim  a Sting 
ungratefully  to  wound  its  Peace. 

But  from  the  avowed  Defign  of  your  Addrefs, 
and  under  the  fecond  Head  of  your  Complaint, 
profecuted  withfuch  uncommon  Bitternefs,  it  is  too 
plain  that  it  was  not  altogether  the  ill  IVord  that 
the  Committee  had  made  Ufe  of  againftyour  Coun- 
trymen which  provoked  your  Rage,  but  the  ill  Thing 
which  the  People  of  this  Wand  had  done,  and  which 
the  Committee  had  drawn  an  Argument  in  their 
Favour  from  their  doing:  I mean  the  Obedience 
yielded  by  them  to  the  lawful  Authority  of  our  Mo- 
ther Country,  in  a Cafe  where  they  might  have  been 
tempted  by  a very  notable  Example  to  Refiftance. 
Yet  how  far  the  People  of  this  Wand  were  juftified 
on  the  Principles  of  Duty  in  their  Submiffion,  and 
how  properly  the  Committee  feconded  the  Views 
of  their  Conflituents  in  Compliance  with  the  Truflr 
repofed  in  them  on  the  fame  juft  Principles,  I leave 
to  the  Determination  of  every  candid  and  impar- 
tial Perfon,  on  the  Event  of  Things.  The  Com- 
mittee profefied  a due  Submiffion  to  the  fupreme 
Orders  of  the  State,  whilft  they  confided  in  the' 
Gcodnefs  of  their  Sovereign,  and  in  the  Wifdom 
and  Juftice  of  the  Parliament,  to  relieve  them  from 
the  Burthen  they  complained  of : Amd  what  has 
been  the  Event  ? Why,  the  Parliament  have  wifely, 
and  juflly  too,  determined  on  a Repeal  of  the  opprei- 
five  Aft  •,  and  his  Majefty  has  gracioufly  given  it 
in  exprefs  Command  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  ‘ to 
‘ fignify  his  higheft  Approbation  of  the  dutiful,  loy- 
* al,  and  difereet  Conduft  obferved  in  this  Govern- 

‘ incut. 
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4 raent,  during  the  late  unjufttiiable  Tranfadions 
€ in  other  Paris  of  America.3’  Again,  the  Com- 
ini tree  declared  their  Opinion  of  the  exclusive  Right 
of  the  Colonies  to  lay  internal  Taxes  upon  them- 
felves  yet,  for  good  and  obvious  Reafons,  arifing 
from  their  Intelligence  of  the  Difpofitions  of  the 
People  in  general  in  the  Kingdom,  they  expreffed 
their  Diffidence  of  the  Juftnefs  of  that  Opinion* 
And  what  is  the  End  of  this  Matter  alfo?  Why* 
the  Parliament  (without  fo  much  as  a Divifion  in 
the  moft  popular  Branch  of  it,  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons) have  pronounced  all  the  Votes  and  Refolu? 
tions  of  the  American  Afleniblies,  formed  on  that 
Opinion  of  their  exclufxve  Right,  &c.  as  derogato- 
ry to  the  Legiflative  Authority  of  Parliament,  and 
incoofiftent  with  the  Dependency  of  the  Colonics 
upon  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  *5  and  then,  by  the 
fame  formal  Act,  have  declared  the  Power  and  Au- 
thority of  Parliament,  to  make  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  fufficient  Force  and  Validity -to  bind  the  Colonics 
#nd  People  of  America  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever. 
But  now,  that  the  Conduct  of  our  People  in  their 
Submiflion,  though  threatened  by  your  Country^ 
men  to  be  ftarved  for  it,  and  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Committee  in  Support  of  that  Conduct,  for  which 
they  have  been  branded  by  yourfeif  as  ilavifh  and 
deteftabie,  may  ftand  the  faireft  Examination,  I will 
readily  return  with  you  .to  that  uncertain  Ground 
we  flood  upon  whilft  the  Stamp  Ad  remained  in 
Force,  and  whilft  the  Refolutions  of  our  Superiors 
were  both  unknown  and  unforefeen : And  there, 
upon  your  own  beloved  Principles  of  a natural 
Rights  to  which  is  furely  to  be, annexed  a Regard 
to  natural  Inter  eft)  fince  it  is  only  tor  the  Sake  of 
tbisy  we  can  be  led  to  a Difcuffion  or  a Thought 
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or  that  •,  and  then  allowing  me,  which  is  no  more  < 
than  jull,  to  fuppole  the  People  of  this  lfland  as 
right  in  following  the  Things  which  make  for  our 
own  liafe  and  Interefl,  as  the  People  of  the  Conti- 
nent are  in  what  will  make  for  their  good  Pleasure 
and  Advantage,  1 do  then  infill  upon  it,  that  the 
Submiffion  of  our  Country,  and  the  Sentiments  of 
the  Committee,  were  founded  on  the  wifeft  Policy, 
without  being  in  the  lead  open  to  any  Kind  of  Cen- 
tre for  an  unmanly  Fear.  For  now  I will  defire, 
though  without  meaning  to  betray  or  give  up  our 
political  Creed  (grounded,  as  it  is,  on  the  effential 
Requifites  of  every  Conftitution^&ii  Government) 
but  only  that  all  Mention  of  it  may  be  fufpended  for 
a While ; nay,  further,  that  it  may  be  fuppofed  our 
political  Creed,  on  the  Point  of  Refiftance  to  the  Su-. 
prerr.e  Power  of  the  State,  in  Cafe  of  any  imagined 
Oppreffion  of  our  feveral  Colonies,  is  the  lame  as 
yours:  And  then,  on  fuch  a Suppolition,  1 will 
beg  of  you  (if  you  can  command  yourfeif  to  do  fo) 
calmly  to  confider  upon  a comparative  View  of  our 
different  Settlements  in  the  North  and  South  (the 
one  an  immenfc  Continent,  with  mighty  Numbers-, 
anil  the  other  a fmall  lfland,  containing  only  a 
Handful  of  Men)  if,  inftead  of  the  Submiffion  which 
our  People  gave  into,  their  Spirit  had  flamed  as 
high  as  did  the  North  Americans,  there  was  a 
Angle  tircumftance  in  our  Situation,  that  gave  us 
an  Opportunity  of  exerting  it  to  Advantage  ? Nay, 
whether  fuch  a Flame  could  have  been  lighted  up 
in  lo  confined  a Spot  as  this,  to  any  other  Effedj; 
than  to ' have  burnt  our  own  Fingers  at  the  End 
of  it  ? To  refill  an  Evil,  with  the  Profpecl,  how* 
ever  fmall,  of  overcoming  it,  I own  is  lational  amj 
manly ; ' but  to  refill  tne  Evil,  with  not  only  the  Ha* 
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2ard,  but  the  Certainty,  of  bringing  down  more  and 
greater  Evils  on  our  Heads,  is  both  abfurd  and  iran- 
tick.  And  what  rauft  have  been  the  End  of  our 
Refiftance  to  the  Stamp  Aft,  in  Cafe  the  Force  of 
our  Mother  Country  had  been  brought  againft  us, 
to  compel  the  Execution  of  it,  and  iubdue  the  Op- 
ponents, I fhall  leave  it  even  to  yourfelf  to  think 
ef.  Surely  the  Scenes  that  mud  have  obtruded  thtm- 
Jelves  on  the  Imagination  of  every  Inhabitant  of  this 
I (land  in  fuclitonteft,  could  be  full  of  nothing  but 
Deftruftion  and  Defpair ; and  if  your  Soul  fickened 
only  with  the  Idea  of  a doubtful  Conflict,  what  mult 
our  Souls  have  done  under  the  Horror  of  an  un- 
avoidable Subjection  ? North  America,  boundlcfs  in 
,its  Extent  of  Territory,  and  formidable  in  ics  Num- 
bers, might  have  found  the  Refources  of  Empire 
•within  itfeif,  and  for  that  Reafon  have  been  fear- 
Ufs  of  the  Confequences  of  Refiftance ; but  this  I- 
ftand,  which  could  not  fo  much  as  exift  without 
the  conftant  Proteftlon  and  Support  of  fome  fupe- 
rior  State,  muft  ever  be  dependant,  and  could  on- 
ly (in  thefe  Days  at  leaft)  have  (uffered  by  a Revolt, 
North  America,  then,  in  draggling  for  the  Liber- 
ties -fhe  demanded,  might  poffibly  have  arrived  at 
a State  of  Independance,  but  could  not,  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Things,  have  been  reduced  to  that  of  Sla- 
very : But  this  Colony,  whofe  beft  Hope  could  on- 
ly reft  on  our  changing  one  State  of  Dependance 
for  another,  in  violently  ftruggling  for  a greater 
Share  of  Liberty  than  we  pofleffed,  might  have 
found  ourfelves  but  the  more  clofely  riveted  in  our 
Chains : And,  open  as  we  arc  to  every  Kind  of  Dil  - 
trefs,  by  the  intercepting  of  our  Supplies,  that  could 
befal  our  Perfons  s,  and  expofed  to  every  Sort  of 
Depredation,  by  the  lame  Naval  Force,  that  could 
B he 
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bt  committed  on  our  Properties,  what  other  Fate 
was  likely  to  betide  us  in  the  laft  Scene  cl  all,  but 
that  of  Beggary  added  to  Slavery  ? 

Such  were  the  Confiderations  that  muft  have  na- 
turally prefented  themfelves  to  our  View,  had  we 
allowed  ourfelves  to  entertain  the  Thought  of  a 
Refiftance,  by  ail  Appearances  from  without  •,  and 
now  1 will  turn  to  other  Confiderations,  which, 
though  of  a Ids  Weight,  yet  could  not  but  have 
their  influence,  arifing  out  of  Circumftances  of  Dif- 
trefs  and  Hazard  from  within.  The  Inhabitants  of 
this  Country  engaged  in  the  Production  of  a very 
rich  Commodity,  which  is  not  however  to  be  pro- 
duced but  by  the  Labour  of  great  Numbers  of 
Slaves,  nor  can  thefe  be  purchaled  but  at  an  exor- 
bitant Price,  there  naturally  from  hence  arifes  a- 
mongft  us,  a continual  Transfer  of  fuch  a valua- 
ble Property,  as  requires  to  be  perfectly  fecured  irt 
the  Conveyance j and  on  the  other  Side,  iuch  a Se- 
curity for  the  Sums  advanced  upon  the  Occafion 
of  thefe  S ransfers,  as  would,  in  caie  a general  Op. 
position  had  taken  Place  to  the  Stamp  ACt  amongft 
us,  have  expoled  the  Merchants  and  Planters,  by 
Turns,  to  the  fevereft  Lofies,  by  an  Infraction  of 
that  curfedly-contrived  1 aw. 

For  would  the  Merchant,  in  the  firft  Inftance, 
who  had  taken  up  a Cargo  of  Slaves  from  Africa, 
to  the  Value  of  10,000 1..  Sterling,  venture  to  fell 
cut  thefe  Slaves  in  Lots  of  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty" 
e«ch,  to  the;  feveral  Planters  in  the  Country,  and 
then  take  their  Bonds  for  the  Purchaie-Money  (pay- 
able, according  to  Cuftom,  in  two  Months)  with- 
out having  that  Stamp  of  Office  on  the  Paper,  by 
the  Want  of  which,  according  to  the  pxprels  Letter 
of  the  Law,  the  Bonds  were  to  be  annulled?  And, 

in 
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- in-  the  next,  could  the  Planter,  who  had  an  Oppor” 
tunity  of  purchaling  a Gang  of  feafoned  Negroes, 
the  Prices  of  which,  although  become  (as  I have 
laid)  exorbitant,  yet  fuch  are  ieldom  to  be  met  with 
but  from  Pcrfons  reduced  to  the  molt  preSing  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  contequcntly  open  to  every  Temp- 
tation that  may  lead  them  to  do  injury  to  a Pur- 
chafer;  could  he,  1 lay,  venture  to  purchafe,  and  pay 
the  Money  for  a Gang  ot  fuch  Negroes,  without 
having  his  Bill  of  Sale  properly  Jiamped  according 
to  Law,  as  well  as  properly  drawn  and  executed  f 
But  it  he  was  hardy  enough  to  do  this  upon  the 
Strength  of  his  own  Fortune,  or  rather  his  own 
Fund,  could  he,  if  he  had  not  this  Fund  himfelf, 
with  any  Honour  rifque  a Purchafe  of  that  Kind, 
upon  the  Stock  of  any  Correspondent  of  his  in  Lon- 
don, with  whom  he  ‘had  a generous  Credit  for  as 
many  Thousands  as  he  ought  in  Prudence  to  lay 
out  in  that  Sort  of  Property  ? 

Behold,  then,  the  Door  lhut  at  once  againft  as! 
Oppofition  amongft  us  to  this  deteiled  Aft,  deceit. 

it  was,  or  behold  us  led  inuxan  Oppofttidh  ;to 
it-,  with  the  Hazard  of  the  Lois  of  all  oar  Fortune, 
and  our  Faith ! — and  this  too,,  without  the  common 
Chances  in  our  Favour  of  the  Recompence  we 
fought  for,  in  the  Prelervation  of  our  Freedom. 

But  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  can 
do  the  proper  Juftice  to  our  Caufe,  I mull  now  turn 
tc  an  Argument  in  Favour  of  our  Submiffion  in  that 
painful  In  fiance,  drawn  from  the  grateful  ‘Temper  of 
our  Community,  as  thefe  which  i have  juft  produc. 
ed,  are  founded  on  their  good  Sen/e,  and  juft  Difceni- 
tncnt ; and  this  arifes  from  the  very  Circumitance 
which  you  have  brought  to  justify  the  ill  Humour 
in  which  the  Stamp  Aft  found  your  Countrymen, 
B 2 ' but 


but  which  muft  in  the  fame  Moment  have  produce 
ed  the  very  contrary  Effect  in  the  Difpofition  ot  aU 
tntne,  and  upon  the  fame  juft  Grounds.  “Every 
“ Man  (you  fay  in  your  Addrefs)  muft  remember 
hov;  immediately  after  the  Tempeft  of  the  late 
“ War  was  laid,  another  Storm  began  to  gather  o- 
“ ver  North  America.—  Every  Wind  that  blew  a> 
crofs  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  brought  with  it  ad- 
“ ditional  Darknefs ; every  Aft  of  the  Adminiftra- 
“ non  feemed  calculated  to  produce  Diftrefs,  and 
54  to  excite  Terror.”  Now  I muft  obferve  that  fome 
of  thole  Winds,  particularly  one  of  them,  which  I 
believe  carried  with  it  the  worft  Darknefs  to  the 
North  American  Coaft,  fpread,  like  the  Pillar  of 
the  Cloud  which  appeared  by  Night  betwixt  the 
different  Camps  of  iEgypt  and  the  Children  of  If- 
rael,  the  molt  defirable  Light  upon  the  Faces  of 
cur  People  on  thele  Southern  Shores : For  it  was 
the  W ind  that  blew  over  to  us  that  very  Aft,  which, 
forming  a new  Syftem  of  American  Police,  put  a 
Stop  to  that  contraband  Trade  betwixt  the  Conti- 
nent of  North  America  and  the  French  Sugar  I- 
flands,  which  had  been  fo  long  carried  on  to  the  ad- 
vancing the  Profperity  of  a Parcel  of  foreign  Set- 
tlements to  the  I>eftru<5tion  of  our  own.  So  that 
the  Diftrefs  and  Terror  which  that  ill  Wind  pro- 
duced amongft  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North, 
brought  with  it,  like  a propitious  Gale,  all  Joy  and 
Gladnefs  to  the  Britifh  Settlers  in  the  South.  How 
could  it  befuppoled  then,  that,  after  an  Aft  which 
fhewed  lo  carneft  an  Attention  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  that  Day  to  the  Profperity  of  the  Sugar- 
Iti'ands,  the  Inhabitants  of  thele  fliould  fhew  them- 
felves  fo  ungratefully  difpofed  towards  any  fubfe- 
quent  Act,  palled  under  the  fame  Direction  of  Af- 
. ; • . - ‘ - ' fairs. 
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fairs,  as  to  refift  it  without  a Trial;  and  not  only 
fa,  but  to  appear  rather  to  abfolve  themfelves  from 
the  Government,  than  fuffer  the  Execution  of  it  a» 
mongft  them ; and  that  too  on  a Principle  new, 
and  undetermined  in  Favoar  of  the  Colon  ie,  and 
which,  in  Cafe  of  a Kefolution  in  the  Parliament  td 
enforce  the  Aft,  they  muft  have  vainly  waded 
through  the  Blood  and  Miferies  of  a civil  War,  to 
make  good  againft  their  King  and  Mother  Coun- 
try ! 

And  yet  it  is  well  known,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  thofe  interefting  Confiderations  which  af- 
fefted  us  in  this  Place  as  Men,  and  thofe  juft  Print 
ciples  of  Loyalty  and  Affeftion,  which  determined 
us  at  laft  as  Members  of  Society,  as  well  as  Suf> 
jefts  of  one  of  the  moft  defirable  Governments  in 
the  World,  to  fubmit  to  ns  Authority,  and  receive 
its  Law  with  Deference ; yet  even  thefe,  with  all 
their  Influence,  could  not  win  us  over  to  receive  it 
with  Cordiality,  or  to  fubmit  to  it  without  con*- 
plaining.  For  the  Reprefentatives  of  our  People 
took  the  fxrft  Occafion  which  was  offered  them,  of 
expreffing  theirs,  and  their  Conftituents  Sentiments 
on  the  Subjeft,  to  prefent  their  warm  Remonftran- 
ces  to  our  Governor,  againft  the  oppreflive  Aft.  * 

Yet 


* This  was  in  the  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency,  in  Anfwer  to  his 
Speech  cn  the  Meeting  of  the  new  Aftembiy  ; in  which  Speech,  how- 
fever,  not  a Word  was  laid  of  the  Stamp  A & ; but  the  Kefolution  of 
the  Koufe,  to  publilh  their  juft  Sentiments  of  it  to  the  Government 
on  the  very  ftrfi  Opportunity^  eafily  overcame  that  Difficulty.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  having  exprefted  their  Alarm  on  Account  of  the  new 
intended  Settlements  of  the  French  at  Cayenne,  the  Affembly  pro- 
ceeded  as  in  the  following  Paragraph  ; 

But  whilft  our  Apprehenfions  are  thus  juftly  raifed  at  this  impend- 
ing  Danger  to  ©ur  Country  from  without,  how  deeply  muft  we  be 
affe&ed  by  any  Stretch  q t Power  in  ©ur  Superiors,  that  in©re  than 
~ ~ threatens 


[ >6  ] 

Yet  true  it  is,  that  in  their  Add  reft  on  that  Occa- 
fion,  the  Affembly  concluded  with  acknowledging 
the  Authority  of  the  Tupremc  Power  of  the  State 
over  the  Colonies,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correfponderice  did  aitewards  in  their 
l etter  to  the  Agent,  and  which  mull  no  doubt  ex-  - 


threatens  our  Conftimlion  from  within  ) Permit  us  then,  on  this  fiirfl 
Occtfion  of  tddi  effing  ourfejves  to  your  Excellency,  fmee  that  extra- 
ordinary Aft  of  Parliament,  eftabiilhirrg  the  Stamp  Duties  in  thp 
Colonies  was  put  in  Force  among!!  u s,  to  lay  before  your  Excellency, 
as  the  profeffid  Friend,  no  Id's  than  the  refpefted  Chief  of  our  Com* 
munity,  the  Anxiety  an4  Heart  burnings  of  the  People  on  that  p£in«, 
ful  Subject. 

They  feel  the  Burthen  of  this  Xmpo$  heavy  on  their  Properties, 
yet  are  far  m*^re  fenfiole  of  the  oppreffive  Do&rine  th  t fupports  ir, 
and  bears  down  their  dearer  Liberties.  To  be  fuhjeft  to  no  internal 
Taxation  of  Government  but  what  is  authored  by  the  reprefentative 
Body  cf  each  Society,  in  Concei  t with  the  Rcprefentative  of  the 
Crown  prefiding  over  it,  is  a Privilege  which  we  imagined  the  Sub- 
jefts  of  Great-Britain  had  been  particularly  intitled  to  in  every  Set- 
tlement, however  diftant,  of  the  Britiih  Empire  \ , as  a Birth-right 
and  B1  effing,  indeed,  capable  of  making  every  Settlement*  even  the 
molf  diilant  of  that  Empire,  gratefui  to  a Britifh  Spirit.  Itvfcas  un* 
der  the  Shade  of  this  Privilege,  at  leaft,  that  our  own  Anceltors  firffcr- 
ventured  forth  to  toil,  and  eftabliffied  themfeives  as  a Colony  in  this 
fill  try  Ciirae  And  mufl  their  Pofterity,  yet  guiltlefs  and  unoffend- 
ing, be  now  left  expofed  by  the  Lofs  ot  it,  to  reap  in  Bitternefs  the 
Fruits  of  their  Succefs ! Long  have  we  paid  iii  Cultoms  on  cur  Com  * 
modities  at  Home,'  and  in  the  Duties  eoilefted  on  them  here,  a large 
and  grateful  Tribute  to  the  Crown  for  ail  the  sixpences  neceffiary  tp 
m untain  a Naval  Force,  and  we  require  no  other  for  our  Security 
and  Defence.  And  once,  upon  a jult,  yet  gracious  Requifition  of  . 
the  Crown  for  our  peculiar  Aid,  we  inftantly  poured  forth  our  little 
Stock  of  Wealth  to  ferve  the  Caufe,  with  a Degree  of  ChearfulneTs 
and  Liber^Htyy-qaore  than  was  anfwerable  to  our  Sovereign’s  OIL' 
Hard  thfti  is  our  Lot  in  the  fa  Days  of  Peace  and  national  Profpcrity, 
to  becjsarggd  with  an  additional  Load  #f  Taxes,  and  thefe  too  ag- 
gravated by  the  Manner  of  impohng  them,  equally  unmerited  a?  i:n - 
necejfary  ! But  we  forbear:  We  know  it  is  your  Excellency’s  D*ty 
to  fee  this  Aft  obferved,  and  we  do  not  forget  that  it  is  ours  to  ffiew 
the  due  Submiffion.  Tofubmit,  without  Contention,  to  every  legal 
Ordinance  of  our  Mother  Country,  is  indeed  a Duty  which  the  loy.il 
Inhabitants  of  this  Country  never  can  renounce  5 but  to  fubmit  to 
fuch  a»  Ordinance  as  this,  without  Complaint,  would  be*  if  poffihlq, 
to  dtferve  the  Evil  wc  deplore* 

po  fe 


[ tj  ] 

pofe  that  Body,  as  well  as  ic  has  done  the  Commit- 
tee, to  the  Charge  of  Inconsistency  and  Prevarica- 
tion in  their  Principles  and  Rcafoning,  in  your  cen- 
forial  Eye. 

And  yet  in  this  Acknowledgement  of  the  fu- 
preme  Power  of  the  Parliament  over  all  the  Sub- 
jects of  the  Realm,  what  have  the  ASfembly  or 
Committee  done,  more  than  is  warranted  by  the 
Authority  of  Some  of  the  greatest  Names  of  Anti- 
quity, both  on  the  Bench,  and  in  the  Senate  ? 

. T HE  p°wer  and  j urifdiCtion  of  Parliaments,  fays 
Sirt  Edward  Coke,  is  fo  tranfeendant  and  abloiute, 
“ tnat  it  cannot  be  confined,  either  for  Caules  or 
“ perfons,  within  any  Bounds : And  of  this  high 
Court  he  adds,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  Ji  Antiquita- 
*" tem  fp£^es  eft  vetuftiffima ; ft  Dignitatem , ejl  Hono- 
“ratijftma  sfi] urifdi&ionem,  eft  Capaciffima.”  From 
Hiltory,  and  the  Records  of  the  Englifh  Government, 
v7e  ^earn  '•hat  Parliaments  can  regulate  and  new  mo- 
dd  the  Succeffion  of  the  Crown  5 can  alter  the  efla- 
bhihed  Religion  of  the  Land,  and  can  change  and 
create  afrefti  even  the  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  of  Parliaments  themfdves.  And  it  was  an  Apo- 
tnegm  of  the  great  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh  (fays 
the  ingenious  Author  to  whofe  Re  Larches  I am  o- 
biiged  for  thefe  Observations  on  the  Power  of  Parlia- 
ments) that (i  England  could  never  be  ruined  but  by 
Parliaments : ’ And  this  Opinion  is  confirmed  by 
an  Observation  which  the  fame  Author  gives  us  from 
Sir  Matthew  Hale,  that  “ the  Parliament  bein<>  the 
‘‘  higheft  and  greateit  Court,  over  which  none  other 
“ can  have  any  j urifdi&ion  in  the  Kingdom,  if  by 
“ m Means  a Mifgovernment  Should  tali  upon  it, 

“ the.  Subjects  of  .this  Kingdom  are  left  without  all 
- Manner  of  Remedy.”  Such  are  the  Opinions  of 
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thofe  two  great  Lawyers,  Coke  and  Hale,  and  fuch 
the  Sentiments  of  that  equally  great  Statefman, 
Burleigh,  on  this  difputed  Point  betwixt  yourfelf  and 
our  Committee  of  Correfpondence.  But  if  thefe 
Authorities  are  of  too  old  a Date  to  pleafe  you,  be- 
caufe  they  are  of  an  older  Date  than  the  Colonies 
themfelves,  1 will  here  give  you  one  of  a much  later 
Handing,  and  fuch  a one  as  I think  may  be  receiv- 
ed for  unexceptionable •>  not  for  his  Character  ei- 
ther as  a Statefman  or  Lawyer,  but  as  the  Friend  or 
Liberty  and  Mankind : Mr.  Addifon  is  the  Author, 
and  thefe  his  Words,  “ Evqry  one  knows,  who  has 
« confidered  the  Nature  of  Government , that  there 
**  muft  be,  in  each  particular  Form  of  it,  an  ab/olute 
“ unlimited  Power.'*  Yet,  that  my  Argument  in 
Vindication  of  the  Committee,  for  profeffing  to 
yield  Obedience  to  the  Authority  of  Parliament, 
even  whilft  they  felt  and  owned  themfelves  oppreffi. 
ed  by  it,  may  have  its  full  Weight  with  you,  I have 
yet  one  more  Name  behind,  that  gives  exadly  the 
fame  Sandion  to  this  general  Dodrine,  but  exprefi- 
ed  in  much  fuller  Terms  ; and  is  a Name  which  I 
am  fure  you  do  at  this  Time  efteern  beyond  all  an- 
cient and  modern  Names  whatever,  a North  Amtrb 
can ; and  the  Book  too,  from  whence  1 fhall  extrad 
the  Pafifage  for  mv  Purpofe,  written,  as  you  will 
alfo  think,  on  one  of  the  moft  interefting  of  all  Sub- 
jeds,  the  Rights  of  the  Britijh  Colonies : Thefe  be- 
ing as  the  Title  Page  has  it,  afferted  and  proved  by 
James  Ctis,  Efq; — a Name,  which,  if  I am  not  mif- 
informed  by  fomc  of  my  Acquaintance  here  who 
know  his  Charader,  muft  do  Honour  to  any  Book, 
and  I will  rifquc  my  Judgment  as  a Critic  in  de- 
claring, 1 think  the  Book  is  fuch  as  might  do  Ho- 
nour in  its  Turn  to  any  Name.  It  was  printed  (as 
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I mufl  obferve,  for  the  Information  of  fuch  of  my 
own  Countrymen  as  have  not  feen  the  Piece  itfclf) 
it  Bolton,  in  New-England,  and  was  afterwards  re- 
printed in  London,  and  feetns  to  have  been  written 
before  the  Stamp  Act  had  paffed,  but  whilfl  it  was 
expected.  It  was  written,  indeed,  in  thofecalm  Mo- 
ments, on  the  Continent,  whilftthe  Laws  were  heard, 
6r  rather  before  they  became  filenced  by  a louder 
Din,  yet  written  withal  under  the  moft  lively  Senfe 
Of  that  Oppreffion,  which  the  worthy  Writer  did  at: 
that  l ime  fee  was  hanging  over  the  Colonies,  and 
ready  to  burft  upon  them ; and  which,  in  the  honeft 
Confcioufnefs  ot  his  Breaft,  drew  from  him  this  af- 
fecting Caveat.  “ Should  any  Thing  have  efcaped 
“ me,  or  hereafter  fall  from  my  Pen,  that  has  the 
“ lead:  AfpeCt  but  that  of  Obedience,  Duty  and  Loy- 
“ alty  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  the  higheft 
?*  RefpeCt  for  the  Miniftry,  the  Candid  will  impute 
it  to  the  Agony  of  my  Heart , rather  than  to  the  Pra- 
vity  of  my  Will For  he  had  been  particularly 
warm,  amongft  other  Subjects,  in  aflerting  the  ex- 
clufive  Right  of  the  Colonies  to  tax  themfeives,  de- 
manding, “ if  there  could  be  any  Liberty  where 
14  Property  was  taken  away  without  Confent  ? Or  if 
it  could,  with  any  Colour  of  Truth,  Juftice,  or 
u Equity,  be  affirmed,  that  the  Northern  Colonies 
“ were  reprefented  in  Parliament?” — Yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  hear  how  perfectly  the  Author  a- 
' greed  -in  Sentiment  with  our  Committee,  on  the 
Point  of  yielding  a cbearful  and  ready  Obedience  to . the 
■ Haws  “ of  cur  Mother  Country,  particularly  to  the 
„ “ Power  of  that  auguji  Body  the  Parliament  of  Great - 
u Britain , the  fupreme  Legijlature  of  the  Kingdom  and 
u its  Dominions  ” thefe  being  the  very  Words  he  ufes 
in  declaring  his  Opinion  on  this  interesting  Quef- 
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Pon  in  one  Part  of  his  Book : But  that,  to -which  I 
fnali  now  refer  myfelf  for  the  more  particular  j u£ti- 
hcation  of  the  Committee,  lies  in  a fucceeding  p"ge 
and  is  to  the  following  Effeft : “ It  is  a Maxim 

that  the  king  can  do  no  Wrong ; and  every  good 
“ Subjeft  is  bound  to  believe  his  King  is  not  in- 
“ dined  to  do  any.  We  are  bieffed  with  a Prince 
“ who  has  given  abundant  Demonftrations,  that  in 
a_i  his  Actions,  he  ftuaies  the  Good  of  his  Peo- 
ple, and  tne  true  Glory  of  his  Crown,  which  are 
“ infeparable.  It  would  therefore  be  the  hioheit 
“ degree  of  Impudence  and  Difloyalty,  to  imagine 
“ that  the  King,  at  the  Head  of  his  Parliament, 
“ could  have  any  but  the  moft  pure  and  perfect  In- 
“ tendons  of  Juftice,  Goodnels  and  Truth,' that 
“ human  Nature  is  capable  of.  All  this  I fay  and 
“ Relieve  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  in  ail  their 
“ Acts . even  in  that  which  fo  nearly  affedts  the  In- 
terefi:  of  the  Colonifts ; and  that  a moft  psrfebl 
45  and  ready  Obedience  is  to  be  yielded  to  it , while  it 
“ remains  in  Forced ’ 

The  Author  then  going  on  fd  pay  a Compliment 


Hint  of  his  great  Want  of  Judgment , he  comes  at 
la,,  to  the  Parliament , which,  as  Infallibility  belong 
not  to  Mortals,  he  fuppofes  may  have  been  mifm- 
formed  and  deceived  •,  and  then  doles  with  this  ex- 
traordinary Paragraph : 

' 4 ”The  Power  of  Parliament  is  uncontroulable , but 
°y  them/ elves,  and  we  tnufi  obey.  They  only  can 
“ repeal  their  own  A£ts.  There  would  be  an  End 
“ of  all  Government , if  one,  or  a Number  of  Subjects 
“ Gr  / ubordmate  Provinces  fllould  take  upon  them  fo 
“ far  judge  of  the  Juftice  of  an  Aft  of  Parlia- - 

,**  m'ent 


f 21  ] 

u ment  as  to  refufe  Obedier.ee  to  it.  If  there  was  no  - 
“ thing  elie  to  reltrain  fuch  a Step,  Prudence  ought 
‘‘  to  do  it;  for  forcibly  reftfting  the  Parliament  and 
“ the  King’s  Laws , is  high  Treason.  Therefore 
“ the  Parliament  lay  what  Burthens  they  pleafe 
“ on  vte.mujl,  it  is  our  Duty  to  Jubmit  and  patient- - 
“ b bear  them,  till  they  will  bepltafed  to  relieve  us, 
“ And  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  the  IVi/dom  and  Juft  ice 
“ of  that  auguft  Affembly,  always  will  afford  us  Re- 
“ by  repealing  fuch  Ads  as  through  Miftake, 
“ or  other  human  Infirmities,  have  been  buffered  to 
“ pafs,  if  they  can  be  convinced  that  their  Proceed- 
“ ings  are  not  conftkutional,  or  not  for  the  com- 
“ mon  Good.” 

Where  now,  I may  demand,  is  that  Servility  in 
our  People,  which  yielded  Obedience  to  the  Au- 
thority ot  Parliament,  though  they~thought  them-' 
felves  opprefled  and  injured  by  its  Ad  ? — Where 
the  Meannefs  of  that  Policy  in  the  Committee,  who, 
the  better  to  engage  the  Parliament  to  eafe  us  of 
the  Oppreffion,  drew  a Merit  from  the  Obedience 
cf  our  People  to  their  fupreme  arid  ufidifputed  Pow- 
er ? — Where  the  Want  of  Spirit  in  the  Committee, 
in  obferving,  that  as  their  Appeal  was  to  be  made 
to  the  very  Power  by  which  they  were  opprefled, 
their  Language  Ihould  be  fuited  to  that  Circum- 
ftance,  and  in  a Stile  to  fof  ten  rather  than  provoke  ? 
Where  the  Inconftftency  of  drawing  the  ftrongeft 
Pidure  of  their  Diftrefles,  under  an  inconfiderate 
and  ill-advifed  Ad  or  the  great  Legiflature,  ar.d 
yet  throwing  themielvesjon  the  Wifdorn  and  J office 
of  that  Affembly  (which  you  yourfelf  allow  to  be  the 
tvtfeft  andjufiejl  Affembly  upon  Earth ) for  their  Relief? 

Akd  yet,  by  an  unnatural  and  cruel- Force  up- 
Ci  on 
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contrived  to  draw  a Senie  from  them  of  the  baieft 
Import,  and  which  nothing  but  the  moft  vindiftive 
Spirit  furely  could  inftil  For  how  elfe,  from  any 
Thing  which  that  Letter  offers  to  the  fair  Eye  of 
Candour,  could  it  be  difcovered,  that  the  Commits 
tee  44  had  reduced  themfelves  to  the  Dilemma  of 
44  making  a Choice  between  two  of  the  meaneft  C ha* 
41  rafters, — of  thofe  who  would,  be  Slaves  from  Incli - 
44  nation. , though  they  pretend  to  love  Liberty, — - 
44  and  of  thole  who  are  dutiful  from  Fear , though 
44  they  pretend  to  love  Submiflion.”— Whereas 
the  only  Dilemma  into  which  the  Committee 
do  really  appear  to  be  unfortunately  brought,  is 
betwixt  two  of  the  moft  virtuous  Characters, — of 
thofe  who  are  unwilling  to  part  with  any  of  their 
civil  Bights,  though  they  will  not  eafily  be  prevail* 
ed  upon  to  throw  off  their  Allegiance, — and  of  thofe 
who  can  fhew  themfelves  to  be  dutiful  on  Principle, 
though  they  will  not  ' yield,  without  a proper  Re* 
monftrance,  to  Oppreffion.  On  fuch  a Plan,  on 
fuch  an  honeft  Plan  alone,  is  the  Letter  of  the  Com* 
mittee  faithfully  conftrufted,  and  if  they  were  mil* 
taken  in  the  Draught,  they  have  erred  under  a Rule 
laid  down  by  one  of  the  greateft  Writers  of  our  Na* 
tion  on  the  Subjeft  of  Politics  and  Patriotifm,  that 
44  to  keep  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  alive,-  we  Ihoukj 
44  proteft  a gain  ft  what  we  cannot  binder , and  claim,  on 
4‘  every  Occafion,  what  we  cannot  by  cur  oven  Strength 
44  recover.”  Yet  for  this  Letter,  which  whs  intend- 
ed folely  for  this  Country’s  Service,  and  without 
the  lead:  Delign  of  prejudice  to  yours,  you  have 
upbraided  the -Gentlemen  who  wrote  it  in  the  rnol^ 
opprobrious  Terms.'  They  are  charged  by  you  with. 
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a-  Prevarication  and  Fear,  vorfe,  if  pofUble,  than 
Faljhood  and  Cowardice  * they  are  painted  as  Slaves 
proftrate  in  the  Dirt,  through  their  extreme  Bafs* 
nefs,  having  cowardly  Hatred  and  Malice  lurking  Within 
their  Bojonis  •,  wijhing  end  waiting  for  Revenge , the 
Vices-  of  little  cruel  Minds.— And  yet,  would  one  be- 
lieve it  poffible,  my  Countrymen!  thefe  are  the 
SI  ranfperts  of  a iCo'  th  American  Breajl,  boasted  of 
for  being  (o  exatlly  like  the  Breathings  of  a notdejlri- 
tilh  Spirit ! — Nay  more,  thde  are  the  liberal  Effbt 
Cons  of  a Pen,  which  declared  in  its  firlt  Outfet  how 
infamous  it  was  to  dijgrace  a good  Caufe  by  illiberal 
: Language. 

But  I appeal  to  every  generous  Bread,  if  fuch 
a Stile  as  this  would  not  have  been  more  in  Charac- 
ter with  an  Addrefs  from  one  Ot  tho^e  inflamed  an  d 
flaming  Spirits  on  your  Continent,  who,  having  af- 
fembled  for  the  glorious  Caufe  of  making  a Stand 
againft  Opprefiion,  foon  overlooked  the  Objeft  of 
their  laudable  Engagement,  and  then  hurried  on  to 
- jobbery  and  to  Rapine  of  a barbarous  Kind 
But  there  is  a Degree  of  Infection  (I  am  fenfible) 
jn  all  ill  Examples,  which  it  becomes  the  Charity 
■ of  thole  who  find  themfelves  fuperior  to  its  baneful 
Influence,  to  make  a generous  Allowance  for,  in 


Tempers  of  a weaker  I 'ranie, 

I o-o  on  then  with  all  Complacency  to  obiervCj 
tow’ much  1 think  the  Committee  are  obliged  to 
you,  in  the  Midft  of  all  your  R age,  to  let  them  fee 
- you  vent  a Part  of  it  lo  freely  on  your  own  dear 
Brethren,  falfe  Brethren  however  they  certainly  were 
by  your  Account  of  them,  who  would  have  fiyly 
drawn  the  Shackles  of  Slavery  over  the  Shoulder 
of  their  Countrymen,  by  whom  they  were  appoint- 
ed, and  even  paid  for  watching  and  providing  a- 
"*  gainft 


-'«oved  Li.: 

“ 1 ftofe  ^cked  Creatures  yet  do  look  well  fa- 
vour  d,  id 

When  others  are  more  wicked.” 

t^r^remTrk^tha^r!7,  y°U  g5ve  this  Coun- 

to  Inot^eMluS  rf  our  Cw“i,$r. 
care  noc  «. 

”8*  tranfgreffed  the  Boufds’  of  th« Deco 

g " youCr  te  Lodor7OUrrelf >0Ur  "teS 

It  on  the  unfortunate  Committee.  From  whSmS 

mough  tney  did  not  bring  it  in  titK  M £*& 

' fi"ce  lh'y  joined  the  Cmftitution  of  Em. 
land  along  with  it ; intending  that  in  Cafe  i\Zg 
wf  not  tong  enough  to 

cjker  mtght  be  brought  in  to  its  Aid,  or  he  adopt 
ed  in  its  Stead  ? But  you  have  artfulfy  flipt  overThe  ^ 
Comrnutee’s  Mention  of  the  Conjlituln  of  England 
that,  by  confining  yourfelf  to  ±t  Charter /you  might 
the  more  cafily  pick  at  that  Foundation  with  Suc- 

are  in^l  ihT  Unfner°U3>  as  well  as  unjuft  you 
are,  in  all  that  you  have  faid  in  Derogation  of  the 

Argument 
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Argument  on  that  Head,  appears  but  too  clearly 
from  this  Circumftance  alone,  that  it  is  an  Argu- 
ment which  was  once  made  Ule  of  by  yourfelves. 

Indeed,  if  the  Advocates  for  the  North  Ameri- 
can Governments  had  never  made  Mention  of  their 
Charters  in  Support  of  their  Privileges,  I fuppofe 
the  Committee  might  have  let  alone  the  naming  this 
IJiand\  Charter  inthe  Support  of  ours ; or,  had°they 
known  the  ill  Succefs  of  any  Arguments  founded 
on  that  Plan  from  North  America,  they  might  have 
profited  by  the  Experience  in  their  own  Country’s 
Caule.  But  of  that  they  were  intirely  ignorant;  and, 
if  the  Committee  have  been  injudicious  in  the  Men- 
tion of  our  Charter,  they  were  led  into  the  Error 
by  their  Fellow  Subjefts  on  the  Continent;  and  l 
fee  no  Caufe  for  any  North  American  to  be  difpleaf- 
ed  with  them  upon  that  little  Score,  unlefs  it  was 
that  they  would  not  fwell  the  Account  by  follow- 
ing the  fame  Leaders  to  a greater  Length.  But  I 
ihail  not  relt  the  Matter  here,  for  I think  the  Com- 
mittee not  only  excufed,  but  jollified,  in  the  intro- 
ducing of  their  Country’s  Charter,  its  peculiar  Char- 
ter, as  they  called  it.  F or  what  if  our  Charter  Ihould 
prove  to  be  fomething  more  than  a bare  Gift  of  the 
Crown  to  our  Anceftors  of  that  Day!  What  if  it 
fhould  be  in  the  Nature  of  the  great  Charter  of  Bri- 
tilh  Liberties,  fo  much  talked  of  at  Home,  a Com- 
paftor  Bargain  with  the  Crown  for  the  Grant  of  ail  our 
Privileges  and  Immunities,  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
they  were  enjoyed  by  the  liege  People  of  England, 
and  alio  for  enabling  the  Crown  to  bear  all  the  pub- 
lic Charges  incumbent  on  the  Government;  in  Re- 
turn for  which  our  Country  had,  in  the  fame  Moment, 
granted  on  their  Side,  an  Impoft  to  the  Crown  of 
the  Value  of  more  than  20,000 1.  a Year,  as  a Land- 
ing 
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jfig  Revenue  to  Be  paid  in  the' Iflan'd  but  of  the 
Articles  of  its  Produce ! Suppofe  further,  that  the 
Ad  eftabiifhing  this  Revenue,  arid  granting  thefS 
Rights,  had  been  occafionaily  adverted  to  b\  divers 
Statutes  and  Ads  of  Parliament  paded  fince  that 
Period,  now  above  100  Years  ago,  by  which  th£ 
greateft  of  all  Sand  ions,  that  of  the  legiflative  Pow* 
er,  feems  to  have  been  given  for  its  Confirmation^ 
Suppofmg  (1  fay)  this  to  be  the  Cafe  of  our  C har- 
ter,  and  that  it  isfo,  is  clearly  proved  and  made  a- 
greeably  to  appear,  in  a little  Piece  publilhed  in  thiS 
llland  a few  Months  ago,  had  not  the  Committed 
good  Grounds  to  offer  fuch  a C haner,  in  Support 
of  their  Remonftrance  againft  all  Inland  1 axes  to 
be  laid  upon  our  Country  by  any  other  Body  thari 
our 1 own  Representatives  ? when  the  Charter,  if 
not  fufficient  to  exclude  the  Right  of  the  Britifh 
Parliament  to  lay  Inch  a Tax  upon  us,  was  at  leaft 
good  enough  to  fhew  the  Injujtict  of  their  impof- 
ing  it.-*-Nothing  lefs,  indeed,  than  the  Cunfiitutien 
of  England , founded  on  Ads  of  Parliament,  exprefl. 
ly  declarative  of  the  Rights  of  the  Subjed  in  gertfe- 
fral,  could,  as  the  Committee  well  knew,  abfoiutely 
confer  the  exclujtve  Right  we  claimed  of  taxing  our* 
felves  •,  yet,  it  the  Charter  granted  to  this  Ifland  by 
the  Crown,  could  add  any  Weight  to  that  Claim 
on  the  Side  of  Equity  and  JuJlice, , why  fhould  the 
Committee  be  retrained  from  making  Ufe  of  it  in 
their  Letter  of  Inftrudion  to  the  Agent ; or  be  ftfb- 
jed  to  your  harfti  Cenlures  for  prefuming  to  exfer- 
cife  their  Judgment  in  that  Particular,  efpecially 
when  vour  Country  could  be  no  Wa>s  injured  b/ 
any  Error  that  fhould  be  found  in  it,  nor  your  own 
Honour  in  the  leaft  hurt,  by  buffering  the  Miftake 
to  pafs  you  with  Indulgence  ? 

But 
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But  your  grand  Quarrel  with  the  Committee,  I 
perceive,  is  plainly  this,  that  they  thought  proper 
to  have  Recourfe  to  any  other  Claim  of  Right  than 
what  was  to  be  found  by  them  in  their  Refearches 
into  the  Laws  of  Nature ; without  once  reflecting 
what  a wretched  Figure  Arguments,  depending 
upon  the  Rights  of  Nature  only,  would  have  made 
in  fuch  a well-cleared  and  little  Spot  as  this,  where 
we  have  no  Woods,  no  Back-Settlements  to  retreat 
to,  in  Cafe  thofe  Arguments  fhould  not  be  able  to 
Hand  their  Ground,  againft  fuch  a Force  of  Rheto- 
ric as  might  be  brought  to  combat  them  in  the  0- 
pen  Field. 

But  to  return  from  this  Digreflion,  and  to  obferve 
with  Serioufnefs  the  unworthy  Inference  which  you 
have  drawn  from  the  Committee’s  Mention  of  our 
Charter,  I infill  upon  it  that  the  paffive  Obedience  pro- 
fefled  by  the  Committee  in  their  Letter,  fhows  no- 
thing of  the  Jacobitical  Taint  in  it,  tojuftify  your  Re- 
proaches upon  that  Occafion.  If  the  Stamp  Du- 
ties, indeed,  had  been  laid  on  us  by  the  Power  of 
the  Crown  only ; if  his  Majefty,  dear  as  he  is  to 
Heaven,  and  to  one  and  all  the  North  Americans, 
yet,  in  an  unhappy  Moment,  influenced  by  feme' 
evil  Sprit,  which,  as  you  obferve,  may  poffibly  Hep 
in,  at  Times,  to  interrupt  our  Felicity  had  his  Ma- 
jefty,  I fay,  attempted  to  levy  Money  for,  or  to  the 
Ufe  of  the  Crown,  by  Pretence  of  Prerogative,  without 
. Grant  of  Parliament  (to  anfwer  here  your  Queftion, 

, if  there  is  no  idea  of  Danger  or  Diftrefs  which  Fancy 
- could  reprejent  to  the  Committee , that  would,  in  their 
Opinion,  juftify  them  in  feme  thing  elfe  than  petitioning  5 
and  for  the  Sake  of  anfwering  which  alone  it  is  that 
I am  betrayed  into  fuch  an  odious  Hypothefis)  this 
is  a Cafe,  indeed,  which  the  Committee  muft  think 
t D would 
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would  juftify  them  in  fomething  elfe  than  petition- 
ing j even  in  an  Opposition  to  the  levying  of  the  Tri- 
bute; becaufe  this  is  a Cafe  in  which  their  Refift- 
ance would  have  been  juftified  by  Law  and  Prece- 
dent, the  Point  in  this  Cafe  being  neither  mew  nor 
problematical,  but  Refiftance  actually  a Duty,  which 
they  ov/ed  not  only  to  themfelves  but  to  their  Fellow: 
Subjects  at  Home,  as  in  giving  up  their  own  in- 
herent Rights  and  Privileges  in  fuch  an  Inftance, 
they  might  be  the  Means  of  giving  up,  or  at  kaffc 
betraying  theirs.  Nor  could  the  Confequences  o£ 
our  Refiftance  to  fuch  a Stretch  of  the  Prerogative! 
be  otherwife  than  happy ; for  though  we  might 
fuffer  for  a Time  under  the  Lafh  of  military  Dii- 
cipline,  we  fhouid  be  certainly  relieved  and  reward- 
ed for  our  Suffering  at  laft,  by  the  fuperior  Power 
of  the  State.  But  what  Confolation  could  we  have 
had  under  a Refiftance  to  the  fupreme  Power  of  the 
State  itfelf,  when  every  Authority  declared  againft 
it  on  the  Side  of  Law  and  Government,  and  every 
Confideration  equally  forbade  it  on  the  Side  of  Pru*f 
denee  and  good  Policy  ? Nor  am  I without  a Warn 
rant  for  this  Diftinflion,  in  the  two  Cafes,  even  from 
your  Brother  American,  under  whofe  Wing  I have: 
already  taken  fuch  good  Shelter  in  defending  the 
Com  mi  ttee’s  Qaufe,  fince  he  makes  it  the  Ground  of 
an  Exclamation  againft  Taxes  upon  the  Colonifts  if 
without  their  Confent,  whether  by  the  Crown  alone*,- 
or  by  Parliament?  « As  it  is  agreed  on  all  Hands,. 
w (he  fays)  the  Crown  alone  cannot  impofe  them,-; 
“ we  fiiould  be  jujlijiable  in  refujing  to  pay  them - 
“ but-  mufi  and  ought  to  yield  Obedience  to  an  Adi  of; 
“ Parliament,  though  erroneous,  till  repealed A. 
Principle  which  he  goes  on  in  the  very  next  Page, 
to  eftabiuh  in  the  ftrong.  Terms  before  recited,  and: 

. •*  which. 
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which,  if  juft  and  wife  iiv  fo  extended  a Sphere  as 
his,  was  doubly  juft  and  wife  in  fuch  a narrow  Orb 
as  ours. 

But  whilft  1 am  contending  for  the  Propriety  of 
the  Committee’s  Sentiments  in  Refped  to  an  avow- 
ed Submiffion  to  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  1 
Should  but  ill  fupport  their  Caufe  in  affeding  to 
ftand  up  for  the  Infallibility  of  the  Parliament’s  De- 
crees : In  Fad,  the  Committee’s  Remonftrance,  as 
poor  a one  as  you  think  it,  againft  the  Ad  in  Quef- 
fion,  is  a Proof  they  thought  the  Parliament  had 
failed  in  its  Judgment  in  that  very  Inftance,  and 
meant  to  lead  it  to  a Revifal  and  a Repeal  of  the  im- 
proper Meafure.  The  Committee,  indeed,  thought 
the  Parliament  had  been  guilty  of  an  Error,  and  a 
great  one  too,  in  laying  the  Stamp  Duties  upon  uS, 
but  they  could  not  think  of  any  other  Means  of 
redreffing  themfelves  than  by  petitioning  the  Par- 
liament (according  to  ancient  Privilege  and  Cuf* 
tom)  to  corred  that  Error  $ and  it  is  evident  that 
this  was  once  the  Opinion  of  our  Brethren  upon 
the  Continent,  as  well  as  our  own,  or  Mr.  Otis  would 
have  hardly  ventured  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  lift- 
putation  of  a fiavifh  Dodrrne,  whilft  he  was  ail  ex  t- 
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ing  the  Rights  of  his  Fellow  Subjeds  about  him'; 
and  confefs,  in  fo  clear  a Manner  as  he  has  done, 
that  “ they  (meaning  the  Parliament,  whofe  Pow- 
er he  had,  in  the  very  Line  preceeding  this,  declar- 
ed to  be  uncontroulabls  but  by  tbemfehes ) can  only 
repeal tbeir  own  AEls”  The  Committee,  indeed,  are 
far  from  thinking  any  Thing  human  to  be  infallible , 
for  they  do  not  think  even  the  North  American 
Writers  to  be  fo,  as  dogmatically  as  one  of  them 
has  been  pleafed  to  addrcfs  himlelf  in  particular  tb 
theniy  for  Infallibility  can  never  dwell  where  there  is 
D 2 a Ghangeabkneis 
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a Chahgeaplenefs  or  Diverfity  of  Opinion ; and! 
defy  any  Man  to  produce  two  Paffages  out  of  Locke 
and  Filmer,  wider  from  each  other,  in  Opinion  of 
the  Origin  cf  Government , than  I can  two  Paffages 
out  cf  Mr.  Otis’s  Pamphlet  and  your  Addrcls  fd 
the  Committee,  concerning  the  Meafures  cf  Obedi- 
ence to  be  kept  by  us  with  the  Parliament : Mr.  Otis 
has  declared  “ there  would  be  an  End  of  all  Go* 
t£  vernment  if  one  or  a Number  of  Subjects,  or  fub* 
“ ordinate  Provinces,  fhould  take  upon  them  fo  far 
"**  to  judge  of  the  Juftice  of  an  A£t  of  Parliament  * 
*-  to  refufe  Obedience  to  it  whilft  you.  Sir,  afford 
whole  Pages  to  fhew,  that  there  would  be  an  End 
of  all  Virtue,  all  Truth,  ail  Freedom,  all  Courage 
in  the  C clonifts,  if  they  did  not  refufe  to  aft  obedi- 
ently to  a Law,  which,  in  their  own  Opinion,  was 
dffiruftive  to  them.  Pray  then.  Gentlemen,  as  you 
cannot  both  be  right  in  this  Matter,  correct  your 
own  Errors,  before  you  take  upon  you  to  correct 
the  Errors  of  your  Neighbours.  Be,  at  leaft,  agreed 
about  your  Tenets,  before  either  of  you  perfecute 
for  falfe  Opinions : Or,  inftead  of  being  able  to 
make  your  Learners  fenfible  of  their  Ignorance, 
you  will  make  them  fenfible  of  nothing  but  your 
own  Barbarity.  ' J. 

That  .the  Committee  were  right  in  their  Princi- 
ple of  having  Recourfe  to  Petition,  and  to  Petition 
only,  for  Redrefs,  at  that  Time,  arid  under  the  itrir 
mediate  Circumftances  of  Things,’ is  a Truth  they 
can  never  be  perfuaded  out  of : But  if  their  Peti- 
tion had  failed  of  the  defired  EffcCt,  and  the  Bur- 
then had  been  continued  on  our  Shoulders,  that 
feme  other  Means  fhould  then  have  been  refclvcd 
upon  lor  our  Relief,  they  and  every  Man  in  the 
Country  will  be  ready  to  allow  you;  yet  thoip 

Means 
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Means  would  have  had  nothing  of  Violence  in  them, 
fince  that  would  not  have  anfvvered  our  Purpoie: 
P-  Oppreffion,  faid  the  arbitrary  King  of  Judea  (ve* 
•*-  ry  opportunely  for  fome  Folks  who  lived  a good 
**  many  Centuries  after  him,  under  a limited  Monar- 
*■  chy)  maketh  a wife  Man  mad but  Oppreffion, 
faith  an  humble  Native  of  Barbados,  ffiould  not  have 
robbed  his  Countrymen  of  their  Senfes,  becaufe  if 
it  had,  that  muft  have  expofed  them  to  be  robbed 
of  every  Thing  elfe : For  they  who  appeal  to  the 
Sword  muft  abide  by  its  Decifion;  and  they  who 
ere  too  weak  to  fucceed  by  any  Thing  but  pacific 
Arguments,  will  be  too  wife  to  raife  up.  a Legion 
to  difpute  with  them,  on  the  Point  in  Queftion.  No, 
Sir,  we  muft  have  fuppiied  by  Policy  what  we  want- 
ed in  Strength , and  though  an  ablive  Courage  would 
have  availed  us  nothing,  a fettled  Fortitude  would 
have  done  the  Bufmefs.  One  of  the  firft  Steps  which 
our  Reprefentatives  would  have  taken  (for  fuch  a 
Defign,  I know,  was  formed  by  fome  at  them,  and 
they  had  no  Reafon  to  fear  a fingle  difienting  Voice 
to  fuch  a Motion)  was  to  have  refolved,  that  fince 
the  Government  at  Heme  had  been  pleafed  to  lay  in- 
ternal Taxes  upon  the  People  of  this  lfland,  they 
would,  themfelves,  lay  none  upon  them ; for  this  is 
a Piece  of  Juftice  they  would  have  owed  to  their 
Conftituents  in  fuch  a Cafe ; fince  whatever  might 
have  been  determined  about  the  Right  of  Parlia- 
ment to  lay  thefe  Taxes  upon  us,  the  Hardjh'tf  of 
their  exerting  it  was  out  of  all  Difpute.  Our  Re- 
prefentatives therefore  would  have  been  ftridfly  juf- 
tified  in  refolving  to  raife  no  Salary  for  the  Future 
for  any  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  that 
fhould  appear  amongft  us  from  the  ether  Side  of  the 
Water , nor  to  burthen,  their.  Fellow  Subjects  with 
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any  other  Expenses  whatfoever  attending  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Eland,  not  even  for  the  Repair  of 
our  Fortifications ; but  to  leave  the  whole  Weight 
of  this,  with  every  other  Charge,  upon  our  Rufers 
at  Home.  Such  a Refolution,  perhaps,  might  have 
provoked  farther  Oppreffiens , and  if  it  did,  thefe 
Ihould,  in  their  Turn,  have  made  us  more  refclved. 
Not  that  I imagine  our  Rulers  would  have  wanted 
fuch  a Refolution  on  our  Part,  to  tempt  them  to 
further  Oppreffions  on  theirs.  The  Eafe  and  Con- 
venience they  would  have  found  in  multiplying 
thefe  internal  Taxes  upon  us,  to  the  Relief  of  their 
own  Burthens,  would  have  been  a fufficient  Induce- 
ment of  itfclf ; and  our  Tamenefs  in  fubmitting  to 
them  would  rather  have  encouraged  the  Proceed- 
ing: For  who  ever  knew  an  Afs  to  have  a lefs 
Load  put  upon  his  Back,  for  ftanding  quietly  to 
take  all  that  his  unmerciful  Keeper  was  difpofed  to 
lay  upon  him  ? Under  thefe  accumulated  Burthens, 
the  State  of  our  Country  rnuit  have  worn  a new  Af- 
pe& : Hitherto  our  Dependance  on  Great  Britain 
had^  been  confidered  by  us,  as  the  Dependance  of 
Children  upon  a loving  1' arent ; but  then  it  isuft 
have  become  the  Dependance  of  Slaves  upon  an 
hard  Tafk-mafier : Yet,  t o jhake  of  this  Dependance 
by  the  Strength  of  our  Arm,  muft  have  been  im- 
poffible,  but  it  was  in  our  Power  to  lefen  it  by  a 
new  and  not  unnatural  Syftem. 

“ A N ation  in  Slavery  (faith  that  great  Philofo- 
pherand  Politician  Montefquieu)  labours  more  to- 
“ preferve  than  to  acquire  •,  a free  Nation,  more  to 
“ acquire  than  to  preferve  .**  Now  from  thefe  Prin- 
ciples 1 deduce  the  Syftem  which  muft  have  natu- 
rally taken  Place  amongft  us : Whilft  our  Situa- 
tion was  happy,  whilft  we  held  our  Properties  on 
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Terms  of  Eafe  and  Freedom,  we  put  forth  all  out1 
Labour,  we  ftretched  our  Credit  to  the  utmoft  to 
improve  them,  and  raife  the  greateft  Quantity  of 
that  rich  and  valuable  Produce,  which,  in  the  fame 
Moment  that  it  increafed  our  private  Wealth,  in- 
creafed  alfo  (by  the  heavy  Duty  which  was  laid  on 
it)  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown : Our  Labour  and 
our  Credit,  I fay,  were  devoted  to  the  Production 
of  that  rich  Commodity,  whilft  we  threw  ourfelves 
intirely  on  the  Care  and  Concern  of  our  Mother 
Country,  and  her  Dominions,  for  our  Cloathing  and 
Subfiftance ; and  in  the  furmfhing  thefe  Supplies 
flic  reaped  a farther  Advantage,  from  that  Circum- 
ftanee,  in  her  Trade  and  Manufactures. 

But  no  fooner  Ihould  this  Dependance,  from  be- 
ing efteemcd  a Bieffing,  be  looked  upon  as  a Curfe, 
than  the  EffeCts  muft  have  been  anfwerable  to  thofe 
new  Impreffions  •,  and  from  labouring,  as  in  a State 
of  Freedom,  to  acquire,  we  Ihould  have  come  to  la- 
bour, as  in  a State  of  Slavery,  merely  to  preferve. 
The  Privileges,  which  till  that  Time  had  been  an- 
nexed to  our  Properties,  being  torn  away  from 
them  by  the  hard  Hand  of  Power,  the  Improve- 
ment of  thofe  Properties  fince  it  muft  have  been  for 
the  Advantage  only  of  thofe  who  held  the  Reins 
over  our  Heads,  muft  have  ceafed  to  engage  us. 
Deprived  of  the  Means  of  enjoying  our  Poffeffions, 
we  Ihould  have  become  intent  only  upon  thole  of 
living  by  them,  and  to  that  End  we  Ihould  have  re- 
fblved  for  the  Future  to  raife  only  Half  the  Quan- 
tity of  that  valuable  Article  we  had  been  accuftom- 
ed  to  do,  from  our  feveral  Plantations,  and,  in  or- 
der to  live  within  ourfelves,  as  independandy  of 
our  Mother  Country  as  was  poffible,  we  Ihould  have 
planted  up.  the  vacant  Land  in  Provifions,  or  left 
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It  in  Failure  for  our  Cattle,  for  the  Maintenance 
of  our  Families.  In  fhort,  we  fhould  have  raifed 
from  our  Plantations  no  more  Sugar  than  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  pay  our  Debts,  and  buy  ps 
a little  Cloathing ; and  a very  little  in  this  hot  Coun- 
try would  have  fufficed,  as  well  as,  under  the  Ha- 
bits of  Life  which  our  new  Syftem  muft  have  in- 
troduced, the  cheapeft  and  plaineft  only  would  have 
been  purchafed. 

Such  were  the  Refources  (deftitute  as  our  Su- 
periors have  thought  us  to  be  in  luch  a Situation) 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  would  have 
found  in  the  luppofed  oppreffive  Times;  and  as  thele 
were  natural  and  juft,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  other  lflands  might  have  betak- 
en themfelves  to  the  fame  Means  for  their  Convc- 
niency  and  Eafe ; the  Confequences  of  all  which  |o 
our  Mother  Country,  muft  have  been  injurious  to 
a great  Degree,  in  the  Decreafe  of  her  Revenue, 
and  in  the  Decay  cf  her  Trade,  fo  that  fhe  would 
at  laft  have  found  fhe  had  really  gained  lefs  by  her 
Oppreflions,  than  fhe  had  received  from  her  Indul- 
gence. Whiift  the  French  lflands,  encouraged  by 
their  Nation,  would  have  been  advancing  in  their 
Profperity,  in  Proportion  as  the  Englifh  Settle- 
ments were  finking  under  an  adverfe  fortune,  and 
muft  at  length  have  carried  away  the  Sugar  Trade 
from  us,  in  every  Market  in  Europe.  And  where 
the  Mifchief  would  have  ended,  whiift  a general 
and  deep-rooted  Difcontent  amongft  the  lflands  ex- 
poled  them  to  every  Temptation  that  lay  in  the 
"Way  to  their  Relief,  God  only  knows! — But  I a'flri 
glad  to  lave  myfelf  the  Pain  of  a difagreeable  Prog- 
ncftic  here,  with  Thanks  to  that  enlightning  Grace 
and  Favour  from  above,  which  could  alone  difpofe 
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sad.  turn  .the  Hearts  of  our  Rulers  to  a Prevention 
ef  thefe  Evils,  rather  than  to  abide  the  Hazard  of 
their  Cure. 

But  here  your  Queftion  may  return  upon  me, 
gnd  with  greater  Force  perhaps,  for  all  that  I have 
been  juft  now  laying.  Why  the  Committee  would 
leave  a Matter  of  this  important  Concern  to  be  pe- 
titioned for  by  the  Agent  of  the  Wand,  rather  than 
by  themfelves  and  their  Brother  Members  of  the 
two  Houles?  In  Anfwer  to  which,  1 will  at  once  own 
the  I uftnefs  of  your  Objedion,  though  I was  not  fo 
fenfibie  of  it  at. the  Time  that  your  Addrefs  was  firft 
put  into  my  Hand  as  now,  the  Committee  them- 
felves having  been  but  lately  brought  to  a juft  Senfs 
pf  their  Error  in  that  Particular,  though  the  Oc- 
cafion  which  has  opened  their  Eyes  to  this  Truth, 
has  difcovered  to  them  another,  which  they  could 
hardly  have  fuppofed,  viz.  that  fome  of  the  Pro- 
vinces on  the  Northern  Continent,  in  the  laft  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  had  fallen  into  the  very  fame  Mifiake 
.and  that  the  Petitions  modelled  in  that  Form  had 
been  denied  a Hearing  in  Parliament,  becaufe  they 
were  the  Petitions  of  the  Agents,  and  not  of  the  Co- 
lonies they  belonged  to,  the  Former  pleading  in  vain 
their  I attractions  on  the  Subject  Matters  of  their 
Petitions  from  the  Latter . 

This  Piece  of  Intelligence,  it  feems,  the  Com- 
mittee have  received  by  one  of  the  laft  Ships  from 
England,  from  their  Agent,  in  Anfwer  to  their  Let- 
ter of  Ir.ftru&ions  about  the  Stamp  Act,  which, 
however,  had  not  reached  his  Hands  till  after  the 
Repeal  s— fo  that  if  the  Committee  were  wrong  (as 
it  is  now  too  clear  they  were)  in  referring  any  of 
their  important  Concerns  to  their  Agent,  the  Error  was 
not  quite  fo  fl range  a one  as  you  would  make  if ; 
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and  to  fee  you,  who  are  a North  American,  fo  very 
Jevere  upon  it,  is,  1 think,  the  Jlrangeft  Thing  of  the 
two.  But,  *tis  an  Obfervation  I have  fomewhtre 
met  with,  on  the  Deceitfulnefs  of  the  human  Heart, 
which,  in  the  concluding  Part  of  it,  is  not  inapoli* 
cable  to  the  prefent  Cafe,  that  though  Men  will  be 
indulgent  in  their  Speech  of  any  particular  Failing 
in  others,  which  they  are  confcious  of  in  themfelves^ 
fo  long  as  the  Gratification  of  it  continues  pleafing 
to  them ; yet,  no  looner  is  it  found  injurious,  or  be- 
ginning to  difguft,  than  they  are  for  feverely  lafn- 
ing  that  Fault,  above  all  others,  in  their  Neigh- 
bours, by  Way  of  a convenient,  and  (to  be  fure) 
a very  farisfaitory  Atonement  for  it  in  themfelves. 
But  ir  you.  Sir,  can  derive  no  Advantage  from  this 
Observation,  I fhail  have  loft  my  Pains  in  making 
it,  i or  I fhail  myfelf  draw  nonedrom  the  Occalion, 
by  Way  of  fereening  the  Committee  from  any  fur- 
ther Examination  of  their  Conduit  in  the  Particu- 
Jar  Defore  us ; fince,  from  the  ftriiteft  Examination 
or  their  ivlotives  in  this  IVlatter,  the  Committee  (at 
leaft  that  Part  of  them  which  is  more  immediately 
accountable  for  their  Conduit  to  the  Public)  mult 
receive  the  fulleft  Teftimony  of  their  laudable  In- 
tention. But  to  be  regular  in  my  Defence  of  the 
Gentlemen  on  this  Head,- 1 mult  obferve  that  they 
are  no  farther  refponfible  for  the  Choice  of  addrelf- 
ing  the  Crown  and  Parliament  by  the  Mouth  of  the 
Agent,  than  as  they  contributed  towards  it  by  their 
feveral  Voices  in  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  when  it 
was  made  a Queftion  there.  But  allowing  that  eve- 
ry one  of  the  Gentlemen  had  voted  in  the  Houfe  for 
that  Choice,  they  were  juftified  in  fo  doing  on  the 
worthieft  Principles  •,  fince  the  Cafe,  as  1 am  able 
to  colled  it  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Aflembly,  and 
‘ other 
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ether  Means  of  Information,  that  can  be  equally 
depended  upon,  was  this : A Motion  had  been 
made  in  the  Houle,  foon  alter  the  Meeting  of  the 
new  Affembly,  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  the  King 
againft  the  Stamp  A<ft,  which  was  unanimouhy  al- 
fented  to ; but  fome  of  the  Members  thinking  that 
it  would  add  Weight  to  fuch  a Remcnftrance  to 
engage  the  Council  to  join  the  Affembly  in  it,  a 
Motion  was  directly  alter  made,  and  as  unanimouf- 
ly  approved  of,  to  apply  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence : The  Application  was  accordingly 
made,  but  the  Anfwer  returned  to  it  by  the  Coun- 
cil was,  that  they  would  join  the  Affembly  in  a full 
Letter  to  the  Agent , empowering  him  to  prefent  a 
Memorial,  in  the  Names  of  their  two  Bodies,  to  the 
King  and  Parliament  on  the  Subject.  The  Quef- 
tion  then  came  on  before  the  Affembly,  Whether 
they  would  adopt  the  Method  of  remonftrating 
cholen  by  the  Council,  with  the  Advantage  of  that 
refpeftable  Body  united  with  them  in  the  Meafure, 
or  tenacioufiy  adhere  to  their  own  Mode,  under  the 
Difadvaruage  ol  remonftrating  alone,  or  rather  un- 
der that  off  a declared  Diffent  in  all  the  Members 
of  Council  to  their  Remonftrance  ? taking  this, 
too,  into  the  Conftderation,  that  the  Difference  of 
petitioning  the  King  and  Parliament  by  the  Agent, 
or  by  a direft  Addrefs  from  the  Council  and  Affem- 
bly, was  not  then  known;  and  our  Agent’s  judg- 
ment and  Ability  for  fuch  a Talk,  moreover,  incon- 
teftible.  It  was  no  Wonder  then  that  this  iaft  Cir- 
cumftance,  joined  to  thofe  Advantages  on  the  A- 
gent’s  Side  in  Point  of  Situation,  determined  a Ma- 
jority, and  a very  large  one  it  was  too,  in  Favour 
of  a Memorial  from  the  Agent,  under  the  Sanction 
of  both  Houfes,  preferably  to  an  Addrefs  from  the 
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kwer  Houfe  slant , clogged  with  fomething  too  like- 

a Proteft  againft  it  from  the  Upper-. Such  is  the 

true  State  of  the  Cafe  that  gave  Rife  to  this  Letter 
from  the  Committee  of  Correlpondeace ; and  if  the 
Gentlemen  were  unfortunate  in  their  Choice  of  the 
Means  of  addrefling  *4  the  Throne  and  Parliament  -- 
on  this  Occaiion,  they  were  at  leaft  not  culpable  in- 
the  Motive:  Nay,  when  we  confider  the  Aflembiy 
as  <aci  Slicing  every  partial  Attachment  to  their  own 
Opinion,  to  a generous  Inclination  for  the  public 
Service,  the  Voice  which  the  Committee  gave  with 
“‘■-m  ttich  a Sacrifice,  was  rather  a Circumftancs 
to  their  Honour. 

A Letter  to  the  Agent,  then,  being  the  Refult  of 
thefe  i eliberations,  the  only  Bufmels  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  prepare  one  correfpondent  to  the  Ideas 
tna«.  prevailed  to  have  it  written ; and  I flatter  my- 
lelt,  from  the  impartial  Review  which  has  been  here 
taken  of  it,  fo  far  as  I have  gone,  the  Caufe  of  our 
Country  has  been  very  faithfully  lerved  by  its  Con- 
tents, without  the  leaft  injury  defigned  or  done  by 
it  to  the  Caufe  of  civil  Liberty. 

But  there  is  one  Point  remaining,  which  I 
have  referred  for  the  laft,  though  not  the  leaft- 
material,  to  be  difeufled;  but  on  which  I hope  to 
make  the  C harge  which  you  have  brought  againft 
the  Committee  on  that  Score,  appear  as  futile  as 
tire  reft : The  Point  I mean,  is  the  Referve,  couch- 
ed under  an  Expreffion  in  the  Committee’s  Letter, 

©n  the  object  of  our  excluliye  Right  to  lay  inter- 
nal Taxes  on  ourfelves ; which,  in  your  accuftomed- 
t antlour.of  Interpretation,  you  have,  wrung  into  a 
•surrender  of  that  mojl  -valuable  Right.  But  I be- 
^C:ve  rt°  Man  beftdes  yourfelf,  or  even  after  vour- 
Lif,  that  has  a Grain  oi  Judgement  or  U nderftand- 
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mg  of  his  own  to  lead  him,  and  with  j uft  fo  much 
Candour  as  to  reftore  the  Words  ( we  cannot  pofrfive- 
ly  fay)  on  which  you  found  this  heawy  Charge,  to 
their  own  proper  Place  in  the  Committee’s  l etter, 
and  then  conned:  them  with  what  goes  before,  and 
what  immediately  follows  after  •>  no  Man,  I fay,  who 
takes  a Review  of  the  Words  in  this  fair  Manner, 
can  find  the  lead:  Pretence  for  paffing  on  them  fo 
fevere  a Sentence:  On  the  Contrary,  I think  thefe 
very  Words  lead  us  to  the  ftrongeft  Proof  of  an  Un* 
willingnefs  in  the  Committee  to' yield  the  Right  in 
Qiieftion.  But  I proceed— After  the  molt  cogent 
Argument,  founded  on  the  Principles  of  natural 
Juftice,  which  the  Committee  bring  in  order  to  fup- 
port  this  Claim,  faying,  64  If  we  are  to  be  iubjed:  to 
44  the  Power  of  the  Parliament  of  Great-Brirain  in 
44  our  internal  Taxes,  we  mufi  be  always  liable  to 
44  Impofidons,  that  have  nothing  but  the  Will  of 
44  the  Impofers  todireft  them  in  the  Meafure,  fince 
44  we  have  there  no  Reprefentatives  to  inform  them 
44  of  the  true  State  of  our  Circumftances,  and  of  the 
44  Degree  of  our  Strength  to  bear  the  Burthens  that 
44  are  impofed/5  They  then  think  fit  to  add  44  How 
<c  far,  indeed,  we  are  intitled,  by  the  Conftitution  of 
44  England,  or  our  own  peculiar  Charter,  to  an  Ex- 
44  eruption  from  every  other  internal  Tax,  than  fuch 
44  as  may  be  laid  upon  us  by  the  Reprefentatives 
44  of  our  own  People,  in  Conjunction  with  the  two 
44  other  Branches  of  our  legislative  Body,  we  can- 
44  not  positively  fay.5’--; ~ And  now,  what  conies  af- 
ter ? Do  they  therefore  fay  no  more  about  it  ? Quite 
otherwife,  as  you  now  will  fee:  For  if  neither  by 
the  Conftitution  of  England,  which  prefcribes  the 
civil  Rights  of  all  its  Subjects  in  general,  nor  by 
our  own  -peculiar  Charter,  which  declared-  the" 
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Rights  of  our  Community  in  particular,  the  Com- 
mittee could  not  pofitively  fay,  their  Title  to  this 
Privilege  was  made  appear  they  then  go  on  to 
fay,  they  have,  however,  another  Plea  to  offer  in 
their  favour,  that  of  long  Prescription.  “ But  this 
“ is  certain,  that  we  have  enjoyed  that  Privilege 
“ that  ieeming  Birth-Right  of  every  Briton,  ever 
“ hnce  thefirft  Eftabliibment  of  a civil  Govern- 
“ me«t  this  I hand  to  the  prefent  Time.5’  And 
after  all,  left  this  too,  with  the  foregoing  Pleas 
fnould  rail  them,  earned:  to  eftablifh  the  Ki&ht  by 
any  and  every  Means  they  could,  they  at  laft  offer, 
the  Plea  of  Merit  in  their  Behalf.  “ And  why  we 
tc  fhouid  at  this  Period  be  condemned  to  the  Lofs 
of  fo  ineftimaoie  a Bleffing  of  Society,  we  can  fee 
“ "°  Csufe;  fince  the  prefent  Period  has  afforded’ 
“ fome  ^nftances  of  Loyalty  and  Affedion  to  our 
“ King  and  Mother  Country,  which  might  rather 
“ have  intitled  us  to  new  Favours  from  the  Crown 
“ and  Nation,  than  have  left  us  expofed  to  any  De- 
“ privation  of  cur  old  and  valuable  Rights 

mis,  then,  by  a fair  and  candid  Examination 
that  very  Paffage,  from  whence  you  have  fqueez- 
ed  out  a few  Words  to  fhew  the  Committee  guilty 
of  a grofs  Breach  of  Trujt , I flatter  myfelf  1 have 
ihewn  them  to  have  afted  not  only  with  Fidelity  but 
with  Zeal  True  it  is,  that  the  Committee,  after 
thefe  warm  Motions  of  their  Country’s  Title  to  the 
exclufive  Privilege  they  claimed,  difheartened  by 
air  the  intelligence  they  had  received  from  England 
of  the  K efolution  of  oil  Parties  to  maintain  the  Rio-ht 
of  the  Mother  Country  to  tax  her  Colonies  at  Will 
(for  though  there  had  been  a Change  in  the  Minif- 
try  in  the  Interval  of  paffing  the  Stamp  Ad  and 
the  fuceeeding  Seffions  of  Parliament,  and  a declar- 
ed 
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fed  Difpofition  In  the  new  Minifters  to  relieve  the 
Colonies,  by  taking  off*  the  Burthen  of  the  difputed 
Tax,  yet  there  was  no  Change  that  appeared  in  the 
Sentiments  of  a Right  inherent  in  the  Mother  Coun- 
try to  impofe  that  Tax  upon  us)  the  Committee,  I 
fay,  naturally  difheartened  by  that  Circumftance, 
yet  anxious  to  get  their  Country  relieved,  by  any 
Means,  of  the  ungrateful  Impofition  ^ they  proceed, 
m their  Inftruftions  to  the  Agent,  to  give  him  fuch 
difcretionary  Powers  as  might  be  anfwerable  to  the 
End  they  had  in  View  : And  for  that  Purpofe  they 
prudently  forbore  to  tye  him  down  in  his  Memorial 
to  the  urging  of  that  Point,  on  which,  however, 
their  own  Hearts  were  fet  *,  yet  he  might  perceive 
the  Minds  of  People  in  Power,  and  the  Parliament, 
both  too  ftrongly  bent  againft  it  for  him  to  prefs 
the  Claim  without  the  Hazard  of  doing  injury  to 
the  Caufe;  and  therefore  referred  it  to  his  judg- 
ment, which  they  knew  was  excellent,  to  accom- 
modate his  Memorial  to  the  Temper  of  the  Times, 
and  to  the  Circumflances  of  Things.  Senfible  as 
they  were  of  their  own  Want  of  Power,  to  wreit  the 
Privilege  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Parliament  by 
Violence , if  they  failed  of  drawing  it  from  them  by 
Perfudfion,  ! o what  Purpofe  fiiouid  the  Committee 
have  fwaggered  away  in  more  confident  Expreffions 
on  the  Subjeft,  but  to  expofe  themfelves,  in  Cafe 
of  a Difappointment,  to  Contempt  and  Ridicule  ? 
But  if  it  was  mean  and  fervile,  after  all,  in  the  Com- 
mitte,  to  apply  for  the  Redrefs  of  our  Grievance  in 
this  Particular,  on  any  other  Ground  than  that  of  a 
pofnive  Demand  of  the  exclufive  Right  in  Queftion, 
then  l Infift  upon  it  here,  that  it  was  equally,  nay 
more,  mean  and  fervile  in  you  and  your  Country- 
men, to  exprejs  all  the  Joy  which  you  have  done,  at 
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the  obtaining  this  Redrefs  on  Terms  that  have  not  fo 
much  as  a Shadow  of  Regard  for  that  Demand,  for 
■which  you  all  fo  violently  contended,  and  fo  vio- 
lently upbraided  others  for  not  contending  alfo.— 
With  as  good  Reafon,  then,  I might  charge  the 
Surrender  of  that  valuable  Right  upon  the  Part 
which  the  North  Americans  have  taken  fmce  a Re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  Ad  was  granted , as  you  have 
done  upon  the  Part  taken  by  our  Committee  of 
Correfpondence  to  chain  it.  But  the  Truth  is, 
that  neither  of  them  can  be  juftly  charged  with 
fuch  an  odious  Failing. 

. To  prevail  with  our  Rulers  to  eflablifh  us  in  Pri- 
vileges effential  (in  our  Efteem)  to  Liberty^  was  cer- 
tainly the  moft  defirable  Thing;  but  if  that  could 
not  be  got,  then  our  next  Point  was,  to  prevail  with 
them  to  moderate  the  Powers  of  Government  in  cur 
Favour:  And  this  is  the  Thing  which  has  been 
done,  and  this  too  I prefume  is  that  very  Modera- 
tion in  the  State,  which  you.  Sir,  have  fo  particular- 
ly and  highly  extolled  as  a Virtue^  and  the  Parent  of 
Virtues . . W nat  a Pity  is  it  then  that  with  fo  exalted 
an  Idea  in  your  Mind  of  the  goodly  Fruits  of  Mo- 
deration,, you  would  not  allow  your  Addrefs  to  the 
Committee  of  Correfpondence,  the  Thing  you  were 
fo  intent  upon  begetting,  to  bear  the  Marks  of  one 
of  her  fair  Offspring . But,  alas,  inftead  of  this  be- 
ing any  I hmg  like  the  Fruit  of  Moderation , it  is  in 
Reality  tne  very  Ctoild  of  Intemperance : For  could 
any  Thing  be  more  unreafonable,  or  more  unjuft  in 
you,  than  to  exclaim,  as  you  have  done,  againft  a 
Sett  of  Gentlemen,  the  Keprefentatives  of  fuch  a 
fmad  and  helplefs  Colony  as  ours,  for  expreffing 
themfefves  with  fome  Referve  and  Modefty  on  a 
Point  in  Agitation  betwixt  them  and  their  Mother 
. 4 Country, 
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Country,  at  the  very  Time  you  muft  have  known 


that  the  Mother  Country  had,  with  all  the  Powers 
of  her  Government,  determined  the  Matter  in  her 
own  Favour  againfl:  them,  and  that  too,  not  with- 
out a formal  Declaration  damnatory  of  every  Re- 
folve  that  contained  a different  Sente  of  the  Matter, 
however  confidently  expreffed,  in  any  of  the.  larger 
Colonies  ! Nay  more,  to  exclaim  againfl;  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen for  the  Difcretion  they  made  Ufe  of,  in  en- 
deavouring to  get  the  oppreffive  Aft  in  Queftion 
repealed  upon  the  beft  Terms  they  could,  if  they 
could  not  obtain  it  on  the  good  Terms  they  wifti- 
ed ; when  you  and  all  your  Fellow  Subjefts  on  that 
boundlefs  Continent  were  preparing  to  accept  of  a 
-Repeal  of  it,  although  granted  for  Reafons  that  had 
not  the  leaft  Afpeft  of  Indulgence  to  the  facred  Pri- 
vilege, in  a Tumult  of  Joy  ! How  you  can  recon- 
cile this,  indeed,  to  any  Senfe  of  Juftice  or  Appear- 
ance of  Candour,  I am  at  a Lofs  to  guefs.  Yet  all 
the  Return  I {hall  make  you  for  fo  undeferved  and 
wanton  an  Inftance  of  your  Unkindnefs  to  my 
iFriends,  is  to  affure  you,  not  only  of  my  own,  but 
of  their  fincere  Congratulations  with  you,  and  all 
•your  Countrymen,  on  an  Event  that  rcftores  you 
tto  the  Bkffings  of  Peace  and  good  Order,  as  well  as 
delivers  you  from  the  Burthen  of  an  unufual  and 
invidious  Tax : The  latter  Part  of  the  Benefit,  in- 
deed, is  ours  no  lets  than  yours,  whilft  the  Former, 
it  was  our  good  Fortune,  if  you  will  not  fuffer  me 
;to  call  it  our  Virtue,  not  to  ftand  in  Need  of.  And 
-yet  I cannot  help  wifhing,  with  all  the  Earneftnels 
of  a Fellow  Citizen,  for  your  Sakes,  as  well  as  for 
•the  Intereft  we  fhould  have  had  in  it  ourfelves,  that 
when  our  Mother  Country  had  gone  thus  far  in 
binding  up  the  Wounds  of  her  Colonies,  the  had 
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contented  to  go  a little  farther  in  that  falutary 
Work,  and  by  palling  the  Repeal  on  a more  gene- 
rous Principle,  had  freed  them  from  the  Danger 
of  being  ever  opened  again.  Nor  do  I think  that 
the  Advantages, -which  would  have  been  obtained 
by  the  Colonies  in  that  Cafe,  would  have  taken  any 
Thing  from  the  Authority  of  the  Mother  Country  - 
for  what  is  there  that  fo  effectually  ties  up  the 
Hands,  as  that  which  feizes  and  fecures  the  Heart  ? 
But  I induCge  the  Hope  that  although  this  Exempl 
tion  was  not  allowed  the  Colonies  as  a Matter  of 
Privilege , the  Enjoyment  of  it  will  be  continued  to 
them  as  a Matter  of  JuJlice:  Since  the  Advantages' 
which  are  derived  to  Great  Britain  from  thefe  Parts 
of  her  Dominions,  are  in  the  Grofs  fo  great  and  am- 
ple, as  to  make  the  Pickings  of  internal  Taxes  from 
the  Inhabitants  an  unreafonable,  as  well  as  an  un- 
gracious Tribute.  I truft  therefore  in  the  Wifdom 
and Juftice  of  Parliament,  that*  although  the  Right 
of  itnpofing  thofe  internal  Taxes  upon  us  be  how 
formally  eftablifhed  in  their  Hands,  they  will  not, 
however,  exercife  it  more,  but  prudently  allow  it 
to  remain,  locked  up  in  the  Archives  of  the  State  j 
like  thofe  old  Suits  of  heavy  Armour  in  the  Tow- 
er, which  afford  indeed  a very  flattering  Emblem 
of  the  Strength  and  Power  of  the  Nation,  but  which 
are  now  well  known  to  be  attended  with  infinitely 
.more  Incumbrance  than  Advantage  in  the  Ufe.  '"'K 
Having  now  faid  every  Thing  which  I thought 
was  necefiary  to  exculpate  the  Committee,  and  fet 
their  Letter  to  the  Agent,  which  had  been  exhibit- 
ed through  fo  falfe  a Medium,  in  its  proper  Light, 

I look  upon  my  Labour  as  at  an  End : For  as  to 
any  other  Strictures  on  your  Performance,  than 
fuch  as  naturally  printed  themfelvcs  to  me  in  the 
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Courfe  of  this-  Defence,  I have  as  little  Inclination 
to  hunt  after  them,  as  I have  Wit  and  Ingenuity 
to  purfue  the  Game.  Intent  upon  repairing,  not 
returning.  Injuries,  I have  no  other  Defire  by  this 
Letter  than  to  fave  the  Honour  of  my  Friends  ; no 
Wifh  for  any  greater  Punilhment  to  their  Reviler 
than  to  leave  him  to  his  own  Reflexions.  You, 
Sir,  have  indeed  indulged  a Freedom  with  your 
Pen,  which  in  a more  hafty  Anfwer  might  have, 
excufed,  and  even  jufti fled  as  free  a Treatment : But 
I am  pleafed  at  the  Qccafion  which  I have  given- 
myfelf  to  remember,  that  though  Freedom  be  in-, 
deed,  in  all  its  Branches,  a mqft  tempting  Privilege 
Of  Society,  Benevolence  is  its  greateft  Ornament. 

You  will,  however,  think  , perhaps,  that  I have  not  ' 
dealt  fo  generoufly  with  you  as  1 pretend,  if  I clofe 
this  Letter  without  taking  any  Notice  of  the  con- 
cluding Paragraph  in  your  Addrefs,  fo  much  as  it 
has  of  the  Appearance  of  a conciliatory  and  com- 
plaijant  Conctufipn.  With  all  RefpeX,  then,  I will 
attend  you  to  the  Door,  and  keep  up  the  PunXilio 
through  every  Step  you  take  to  it.-— “ You  mean, 

“ you  fay,  no  perfoml  RefleXions  on  the  Gentle-: 
“ men  i”  but  how  little  Confolation  could  they  de- 
rive from  this,  unlefs  they  had  found  fome  fecret 
Charm  in  your  Addrefs,  to  fteel  their  Breads  as 
Men,  againft  thofe  Arrows,  bitter  Words,  which 
you  had  thrown  at  them  as  Members  of  a public  Bo- 
4y  It  was  very  confiderate  and  humane  in  you, 

1 however,  after  heaping  on  this  little  Body  fuch  a 
“ Load  of  Obloquy,”  to  remind  them  (as  you  do) 
of  a great  and  magnanimous  Nation,  which  had 
quietly  differed  under  an  equal  Weight  of  undeferv- 
ed  Abufe.  It  was  really  generous  in  you  ( 1 fay)  to 
put  them  in  Mind  of  fo  eminenj  an  Example  of  Pa- 
F 2 tience 
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tience  in  fithfir  People,  when  you  had  afforded  them 
fo  extraordinary  an  Occafion  for  the  Exerciie  of  it 
in  themielves.— Bjnt  you  do  them  the  Honour  of 
fuppofing  that  “ fhsir  private  Characters  may  be 
“ amiable.”  How  could  you  have  the  Heart,  then, 
but  on  the  fureft  Grounds  of  Provocation,  to  fet  a- 
bout  to  render  them  contemptible  in  their  public : 
Stations  ? But  you  juftify  this  upon  a Charge  a- 
gainft  the  Gentlemen,  “ ot  a moll  high  and  unpro- 
“ voked  Cenl'ure  on  a gallant,  generous,  loyal  Peo-  > 
“ pie 1 hey  deny  the  FaCt  ; and  they  infift,  that, 
upon  a fair  Examination  of  the  Cafe,  they  are,  them- 
felves,  in  the  very  Circumftance  you  bring,  the  in- 
jured Party— But  you  fay  farther,  that  “ they  have' 
“ propagated  a Sett  of  Sentiments,  and  promoted 
“ a Terror  of  ConduCt  that  may  be  hurtful  to  the 
“ Caufe  of  Freedom;”  an  heavy  Charge,  indeed, 
on  Gentlemen,  and  the  Defendants  of  Britons ! 
But  what  other  Sentiments  have  they  propagated, 
than  fuch  as  partook  of  the  Nature  and  Effence  of 
all  known  and  praCtiied  Government ; and  which 
flood  iupported  by  the  beft  Authorities  in  all  States 
and  Countries ; not  excepting  even  your  own, 
where  too  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Author  quoted 
has  not  founded  his  DoCtrine,  as  others  do,  upon  a 
Chain  of  general  and  abftraCted  Reafoning,  but  fix- 
es it  by  Arguments  that  prove  the  Obedience  due  on 
this  Particular  Occafion? — What  other  Tenor  of 
Conduft,  then,  can  the  Committee  be  faid  to  have 
promoted,  than  fuch  as  was  plainly  pointed  out  to 
them  by  t he  Dictates  of  their  Duty  •,  and  which  e- 
very  C ircutnftance  too,  in  their  Situation  (as  1 have 
fhewed)  confpired  to  ftrengthen? — “ You  have  en- 
“ gaged,  you  fay,  in  this  Quarrel,  with  unequal 
" Arms But,  i»ethi»ks>  to  give  the  ififft  Blow, 
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and  that  fo  unexpectedly,  and  in  lo  unufual  aManner 
as  you  have  done,  was  rather  laying  your  Idverfa- 
ries , than  being  yourfelf,  under  the  Difadvantage  of 
engaging  upon  unequal  ‘terms. — “ But  to  fail  (you 
“ fay)  in  fuch  a Cornell,  would  afford  you  fome  Kind 
“ of  Pleafure.”  Now  I am  of  fo  different  a Way 
of  thinking  from  yourfelf  in  this,  that  I proteft  to 
fail  on  this  Side  of  the  Queftion,  would  be  to  give 
me  the  greateft  Pain. — -But  Thanks  for  your  con- 
cluding Wifhes  to  my  Friends!  which  are  for  no 
lefs  than  “ every  Bleffing  that  Men  can  enjoy ; and 
“ as  a Foundation  and  Security  of  all  the  reft,  for 
“ a true  Love  of  Liberty In  Return  for  which 
(and  I would  fain  be  grateful  in  it)  I wifh your  Coun- 
try every  Advantage  that  can  be  derived  from  fo 
able  and  ftrenuous  an  Advocate  as  fhe  has  in  you  ; 
and  as  an  Improvement,  no  lefs  than  a Security  of 
that  Bleffing  to  her,  I wifh  yourfelf  a ferious  Atten- 
tion to  this  ufeful  Leffon,  that  “ the  natural  Place 
“ of  Virtue  is  near  to  Liberty ; but  fhe  is  found  a§ 
“ far  from  an  unbridled  Freedom,  as  from  down- 
“ right  Slavery.” 
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